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On The Cover: Derrick Lassic impresses 
Alabama Head Coach Gene Stallings with 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE his hard running. The coach hopes Lassic 


can stand the punishment of running so 
hard. Lassic wants to be the next in the 
line of great Bama runners. See Page 16. 
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Spring Football: 

A Look Up Front On Offense 8 
Although Alabama returns all starters in the offensive line, Crimson Tide Head Coach Gene 
Stallings has reiterated his insistence of 1991, that the up front men must improve if Alabama's 
offense is to be effective. Progress is being made. by Kirk McNair 


Damiean Jeffries: 

He’s Had A Taste Of What It Takes 12 
Damiean Jeffries was considered perhaps the top football prospect in Alabama in 1991, but he 
was hardly an instant star as a freshman last year. Jeffries, a tight end and linebacker in high 
school, is making the transition to defensive lineman. by Donald F. Staffo 


The Punters: 

Tide Looks For A New Foot 14 
A pair of sophomore walk-ons, J.J. Adams and Bryne Diehl, are the early leaders to win the punt- 
ing job vacated by the graduation of Tank Williamson. Bama also lost its kicking game coach, so 
Mal Moore has taken the responsibilities of coaching punters. by Rush Garner 


Derrick Lassic: 


He’s Motivated To Fill Shoes Of Great Backs 16 


Senior tailback Derrick Lassic is not an unknown. He has shown over the past three years he is a 
hard runner and a capable runner. He hopes that in his senior season he steps up to star status 


and proves to be a durable runner. by Tommy Deas 
Page 12 Tim Boge: 
Move Pays Off For Alabama 20 


Senior Tim Boge was an infielder until his senior year in high school. Although he was reluctant to 
make the position switch, his defensive skills convinced Tide coaches to sign him. Now he's not 
only a fine catcher, but a big hitter, too. by Michael Herndon 


Katherine Kelleher: 
Senior Has Gotten Better With Age 22 


Gymnastics is a sport where the competitor is often over the hill shortly after the age of 20. But 
senior Katherine Kelleher is having her best year yet as a senior. The Tide hopes it can put it all 


together to successfully defend its 1991 national title. by Barbara Butler 
Basketball Wrapup: 
It Was A Very Good Year 24 
Although it is the nature of basketball that a season end on a losing note (unless a team wins the 
national championship), it was a good year for Tide basketball. by Kirk McNair 


Basketball Prospects: 
More Help May Be On The Way 26 


Those players signed by Alabama coaches in the early signing period had good 1992 seasons, but 
the work is not over. Several top stars are considering Bama in the April signing period. 
by Kirk McNair 
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A-Day Festivities 

The centennial celebration of University 
of Alabama football, “Century of 
Champions,” kicks off with A-Day events 
on April 11. Indeed, some of the festivi- 
ties will actually begin on Friday. The Paul 
Bryant Museum will have open house at 
noon Friday. Friday night a special pep 
rally at which Alabama Head Coach Gene 
Stallings will speak, musical entertain- 
ment, and some vendors will be on the 


quad, 

The first “official” function will be at 10 
a.m, Saturday at Denny Chimes as the 
1991 football captains-Siran Stacy, 
Robert Stewart, John Sullins and Kevin 
Turner-are honored at the walk of fame. 
The captains will preserve their hand- 
prints and footprints in the walk around 
Denny Chimes, an Alabama tradition 
since 1947. 

Throughout the day Saturday the quad 
will have bands, the recreation of part of a 
press box with former Tide play-by-play 
tadio announcers interviewing former 
Tide players, a quarterback throw featur- 
ing former Bama quarterbacks in a pass- 
ing contest, a traveling exhibit from the 
College Football Hall of Fame featuring 
artifacts and historical data on Alabama 
inductees, and former Bama football play- 
ers being available for photographs and 
autographs. Former players, who will be 
introduced at various events during the 
day, may be identified by large badges. 
And the cheerleaders and Big Al will be in 
the middle of it all. All these activities are 
free except for purchases of merchandise 
or food/drink. 

Following the A-Day Game, quad 
events will continue. At 7 p.m. the gates 
at Bryant-Denny Stadium will open for 
the 8 p.m. announcement of the 
“Alabama Team of the Century,” as se- 
lected in a vote of Bama fans, followed by 
a two-hour concert by the group, 
“Alabama.” Tickets for this event are 
$23.50 each (and the ticket is also good 
for admission to the A-Day Game) and 
na through FASTIX at 1-800-277- 
1700. 

Proceeds from A-Day events will go to 
The University of Alabama general schol- 
arship fund, not the athletics department. 


And The A-Day Game 

Alabama Head Football Coach Gene 
Stallings has promised to make the A-Day 
Game a real game. The team will be divid- 
ed into Crimson and White teams and the 
coaching staff will also be divided. (This is 
not easy, a primary reason spring games 
are frequently not held, or, if they are, 
often just an offense vs. defense scrim- 
mage. Lower squad limits make it difficult 
to provide a full compliment of offensive 
and defensive players and specialists.) 

Kickoff is at 1 p.m. in Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. For those wishing to see the 
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game but not the concert, tickets are $5 
and will be available at the gate. 


Team Of The Century Part II 

On July 18 the “Alabama Team of the 
Century” will be honored with a black tie 
gala at the Birmingham-Jefferson Civic 
Center. ABC's Keith Jackson is scheduled 
to be master of ceremonies. Plan to dig 
deep if you want to see this show, Tables 
seating 10 people will sell for several 
thousand dollars each. 


Baseball, Too 

Alabama’s baseball team will be playing 
at Thomas-Sewell Stadium, hosting pow- 
erful Mississippi State in a single game at 
3:30 p.m. Saturday, April 11. The teams 
will meet in a doubleheader on Sunday, 
April 12. Advance tickets are available 
through the athletics ticket office in 
Coleman Coliseum. 

Incidentally, last month we noted that 
when Alabama meets Arkansas in baseball 
on May 2 it will be the first-ever meeting 
between the two schools in baseball. 
However, we said that weekend series 
would be in Tuscaloosa when actually it 
will be at Arkansas. 


The Auburn Game 

By now almost everyone should know 
that this year's Alabama-Auburn football 
game has been moved for national televi- 
sion. The game has been moved to 
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 
26. Alabama is the home team for this 
year’s game, which will be played at 
Birmingham's Legion Field. 

No one would suggest that 
Thanksgiving Day is the best day for this 
game for those fans attending the game 
or those Birmingham merchants counting 
on shoppers and diners and revelers. 
However, there has been adequate notice 
for those attending the game to make ar- 
rangements. And from Alabama's stand- 
point it is an advantage to have a nation- 
ally-televised game (as it is for those who 
cannot get tickets to the game) and if 
Bama is able to make it into the inaugural 
Southeastern Conference Championship 
Game on December 5, it will mean an 
extra couple of days recovery time. 


SEC Tickets 

Premium tickets are now on sale for the 
inaugural SEC Football Championship 
Game to be played December 5 at 
Birmingham's Legion Field. The game 
will pit the champions of the East and 
West divisions for the league champi- 
onship and the berth in the Sugar Bowl. 
Tickets are available through FASTIX, 1- 
800-252-5507. While there was some 
negative discussion of the very high-priced 
levels available for the game, all of the 
tickets at the top two levels of donation 
are sole out. 


A limited number of tickets with no ad- 
ditional charge will sell for $30 each be- 
ginning April 1. 


Hall Watch 

For the next few months one of the 
things Alabama followers can be on the 
lookout for is an announcement of where 
Alan Hall plans to finish his football ca- 
reer. Hall, considered one of the top prep 
quarterbacks in Florida in 1990, withdrew 
from Miami this spring and has included 
Alabama on a list of schools to which he 
plans to contact concerning a possible 
transfer. Hall said he will probably not 
make an announcement until August, 

Hall, 6-5, 205, was a two-time North 
Florida Offensive Player of the Year at 
Middleburg. He passed for over 5,400 
yards and 57 touchdowns in his prep ca- 
reer. He was not recruited by Alabama in 
part because he committed to Miami very 
early and signed with the Hurricanes with- 
out visiting any other schools. He was red- 
shirted as a freshman last season. 

If he transfers (Miami has not given up 
on getting him back) he would have three 
wears of eligibility remaining beginning in 
1993. 


Some Statistics 

Some people enjoy research, or, per- 
haps, they just have too much time on 
their hands. In any event, the results of a 
couple of time-consuming research pro- 
jects involving college football have come 
to our attention. We have no reason to 
doubt this data, but did not attempt to 
confirm its accuracy. 

The first item was reported by 
Sidelines, the magazine of the College 
Footbal! Association (CFA). The magazine 
reports that last summer Tim Bourret, 
sports information director at Clemson, 
analyzed the all-time top 20 football polls 
of the Associated Press. He determined 
that 1,043 teams have finished among 
the top 20 since the AP began keeping 
polls in 1936. A total of 284 different 
coaches have led their teams to those 
rankings. (Pretty interesting, huh?) 

He also found that former Alabama 
Head Football Coach Paul Bryant had 
turned in the most top 20 teams, 29. Joe 
Paterno of Penn State is second with 19. 
All of Bryant’s top 20 rankings did not 
come at Alabama as he is one of six 
coaches to have put three different teams 
in the top 20. The research showed that 
the highest ranking attained by a Bryant- 
coached Kentucky team was seventh in 
1950, the highest Texas A&M team was 
fifth in 1956, and the highest Alabama 
team, of course, was number one on five 
occasions in the AP poll. 

Bourret also reported that Nebraska's 
Tom Osborne had the most consecutive 
years with a team ranked in the top 20. 
His teams were ranked 17 consecutive 
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years, The interesting part of that section 
of the report is that Bryant was tied for 
third on that list, his 11 Alabama teams 
from 1971 through 1981 being ranked, 
and he was also tied for the next place, 
Bama teams from 1959 through 1968 
making the top 20. 

One of the best specialty publications 
covering a college athletics program is 
Blue & Gold Illustrated, which reports 
on Notre Dame. One of B&GI's readers 
recently reported his review of the all-time 
records of Notre Dame and eight other 
prominent college football teams “against 
ranked teams in the final Associated Press 
polls-as opposed to the records at the 
time the game is played,” The results 
were surprising. Notre Dame (this part is 
not a surprise) has the best record against 
teams that finished the season ranked in 
the top 20. That record? A losing mark of 
86-90-9, 48.9 per cent. Southern Cal 
was second, Oklahoma third, Alabama 
fourth, Penn State fifth, Michigan sixth, 
Ohio State seventh, Nebraska eighth and 
Miami ninth. (It should be noted that this 
is not necessarily the top nine teams in 
history, only the teams the reader elected 
to research.) 

Alabama's record against teams that fin- 
ished the season ranked from 1936 
through 1991 is 69-81-6, a 46.2 per cent 
success rate. 

Alabama has lost a total of 147 games 
since 1936, so the losses to teams that 
finished the season ranked accounted for 
55 per cent of Tide losses in that period. 
(The crack "BAMA research department 
took about 90 seconds of its valuable time 
to figure that part out.) 


TV Deal Official 

The Southeastern Conference has made 
it official that Jefferson Pilot Sports, 
which currently televises SEC basketball 
games, would be televising SEC football 
games through the 1995 season, Those 
games will be in the early time slot, about 
11:50 a.m. central time. The games will 
be syndicated throughout the nine-state 
Southeastern region and will also be made 
available to both over-the-air and cable 
systems outside the region. Since 1984 
SEC football games had been televised by 
the Atlanta Superstation, WTBS, which 
has national reach on cable. The SEC and 
JP also extended their contract on football 
telecasts through the 1995-96 season. 

SEC teams are also televised by ABC 
and ESPN as part of the College Football 
Association contract. 


Rebel Gray? 

Kevin Gray, who has been an assistant 
basketball coach at Alabama for eight years, 
is one of those mentioned as a possibility for 
the head coaching job at the University of 
Mississippi. Gray, 35, heads up Alabama's 
overall recruiting program and also works 
with Bama’s guards. Prior to joining the 
Bama staff of Coach Wimp Sanderson, 
Gray was an assistant at his alrna mater, U- 
T-Chattanooga. The Ole Miss job came 
open when Ed Murphy resigned. 
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Future SEC Sites 

Although the Southeastern Conference 
Basketball Tournament in the 
Birmingham-Jefferson Civic Center was 
the most successful in history, it will be a 
long time before the tournament has a 
chance to return to Birmingham. The 
SEC athletic directors, who had already 
selected Rupp Arena in Lexington as site 
of the 1993 tournament, awarded the 
1994 tournament to the new Pyramid in 
Memphis, the 1995 event to the Georgia 
Dome in Atlanta and the 1996 tourna- 
ment to New Orleans and the Louisiana 
Superdome. 


Tide Basketball Banquet 

This year’s Tuscaloosa Tipoff Club ban- 
quet honoring the 1992 Crimson Tide 
basketball team will be at 7 p.m. Monday, 
April 20, at the Paul Bryant Conference 
Center on the campus of The University. 

For ticket information contact Doster 
McMullen in Tuscaloosa at 349-3870. 


Golf Champion 

Senior David Kirkpatrick fired rounds of 
71-69-72 and a tie for individual honors 
to lead the Alabama men’s golf team to 
the championship of the Southeastern 
Intercollegiate at Lagoon Park in 
Montgomery. It was Bama’s first team 
championship. Bama shot 871. The Tide 
led the 54-hole tournament of 18 teams 
from start to finish. 


Gymnastics Popularity 

Alabama's gymnastics team drew 
27,935 for five home meets this year, an 
average of 5,975 per meet. According to 
research compiled by Minnesota's Dan 
Benson, that ranks Alabama second in the 
nation among gymnastics teams in atten- 
dance and fifth in attendance in all 
women's sports (basketball, gymnastics, 
volleyball). Utah gymnastics, which aver- 
ages over 11,000 per meet, led the way, 
follawed by the women's basketball pro- 
grams at Tennessee, Virginia and Texas. 


NCAA Track And Field 

The Alabama women's track and field 
team scored 10 points to tie for 15th 
place at the NCAA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships. However, for the first 
time in many years the Alabama men 
went scoreless in the meet. 

The women were led by its 4x800- 
meter relay team of Malin Ohlund, 
Celeste Jenkins, Marie Ohlund and Vicky 
Lynch, which finished second with a 
school record time of 8:30.52. Lynch in 
the 800 and Faith Idehen in the 55-meter 
dash each finished sixth individually and 
all five women earned All-America, 

However, Alabama Head Coach Doug 
Williamson can take hope, Of Alabama's 
13 athletes who qualified for the NCAA 
Championships, 10 were sophomores or 
freshmen. 


Tennis Rankings 
The Alabama women's tennis team of 
Coach Karin Gaiser achieved a first on 


March 9 when Bama broke into the na- 
tional rankings at 23rd. (Since then the 
Tide defeated 18th-ranked LSU, 6-3.) 
Additionally, Bama sophomore Amy 
Mascotti is ranked 60th individually, the 
second Alabama women’s tennis player to 
be nationally ranked. Former Tider Beth 
Marrow was ranked 64th in 1990 and the 
doubles team of former Tider Rachel 
Marrow and current Tider Jane Phillips 
finished the 1990 season ranked 34th, 

Although the Alabama men’s team is 
not ranked, the Tide recently defeated 
number 18 South Carolina (5-4 in a 
seven-hour match) and in a 5-4 loss to 
ninth-ranked Georgia three Bama players 
defeated nationally-ranked 
Bulldogs-sophomore Cecil Brandon 
downing the nation’s number five player, 
number 52 Matt Turner beating the num- 
ber 39 player, and Rick Witsken topping 
the number 65 player. 


Olympic Qualifier 

Former Alabama All-America swimmer 
Jon Olsen finished second in the 100- 
meter freestyle (44.42) behind world 
record-holder Matt Biondi to clinch a berth 
on the 1992 United States Olympics 
Team at the U.S. Olympic Swimming 
Trials in Indianapolis. In addition to the 
100 freestyle, Olsen will compete on the 
400 and 800 freestyle relay teams. 


Pro Of The Year 

Former Alabama tennis player Boo 
Mason, who has been a tennis pro since 
1977 and who is currently director of ten- 
nis at Green Valley Country Club in 
Birmingham, has been named Tennis 
Professional of the Year by the Alabama 
Tennis Association. 


Sports Hall Of Fame 

While LSU and Tennessee had their 
problems in their basketball game during 
the Southeastern Conference basketball 
tournament, at least one LSU man and 
several Tennessee men had very enjoyable 
experiences touring the Alabama Sports 
Hall of Fame Museum in the Birmingham- 
Jefferson Civic Center complex. Paul 
Manasseh, former LSU sports informa- 
tion director and now an advisor to the 
Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame, and 
Tennessee Assistant Athletics Directors 
Haywood Harris and Gus Manning were 
among many in Birmingham for the SEC 
Tournament who took time to tour the 
new museum. They were very impressed. 
Jimmie McDowell, executive director of 
the National Football Foundation Hall of 
Fame and Museum, pronounced the 
Alabama facility as equal to any national 
sports hall of fame. 


NCAA Merchandise 

The NCAA Visitors Center in Overland 
Park, Kansas, (a suburb of Kansas City) 
has a gift catalogue of merchandise, 
books, videotapes and even computer 
games. To order the catalogue write 
NCAA Visitors Center, P.O. Box 410559, 
Kansas City, MO 64141. 


Spring Training: 


A Look Up Front On Offense 


by Kirk McNair 


One goal of spring training 
was for offensive linemen 
to get better—or to get 
better offensive linemen 


labama’s football team returns all of its 
tarters in the offensive line this year. 
At the end of last season it was suggested 
by some that Bama might have an all new 
offensive line, tackle-to-tackle, in 1992, 
despite the return of all the starters. While 
younger players are having an effect on 
practice and while Bama can reasonably 
expect plenty of playing time from the 
youngsters this fall, the prognostication of 
all new names in the starting offensive line 
was premature and appears to have been 
incorrect. 
Midway through spring training the 
same players who started in 1991 are in 


first team positions. Well, that’s not exactly 
true. The names are the same, but they do 
not appear to be the same players. 

It is frequently noted that in these days 
of limited scholarships that almost all foot- 
ball teams are able to find adequate skill 
position players and linebackers. Defensive 
linemen are a little tougher, but frequently 
a high school linebacker grows into a de- 
fensive lineman, as, for instance, Robert 
Stewart and Eric Curry did at Alabama. 
Quite often the difference between good 
football teams and great football teams is 
the presence of those least-noticed play- 
ers, the offensive linemen. 

It may be too early to term Alabama’s 
1992 offensive line a great one, but it ap- 
pears to be much improved over the unit 
that was part of an 11-1 season in 1991. 

Jim Fuller, who has coached Alabama 
linemen for nine years, said he has noticed 
great improvement this spring. He credits 
that to several factors, including the young- 
sters. “A key to making individual im- 
provement has been the men we have be- 
hind the starters,” he said. “When you put 
John Clay (6-2, 265) behind George 
Wilson (6-2, 265) at left guard or Jon 


Stevenson (6-2, 280) behind William 
Barger (6-3, 280) at right guard, they feel 
the competition. At left tackle we have 
Joey Harville (6-5, 280) behind Matt 
Hammond (6-3, 265) and Stevenson is still 
working at right tackle with Roosevelt 
Patterson (6-4, 290). 

“All of those guys got experience last 
ear and it has Raped them. We don't 
ave anyone with experience behind Tobie 

Sheils (6-2, 255) at center, but (redshirt 
freshman) Tim Barnett (6-5, 275) has real- 
ly come along strong and moved into the 
number two spot ahead of Chad Gladden 
(6-3, 255 and who was second team most 
of last season). And we've got Kareem 
McNeal (6-5, 290), who has had some 
very good days, and Doug Segrest (6-5, 
270), who was sick part of last fall, work- 
ing at tackle. And if he can ever get well, 
Napoleon Folks (6-3, 290) has a chance to 
play either guard or tackle.” Folks pulled a 
leg muscle prior to the beginning of spring 
workouts and has not been able to practice 
full speed. Also working in the offensive 
line is Rod Bradford (6-5, 245), who has 
played at several spots in his Tide career. 
In the fall Alabama should have tackle 
Johnny Howard (6-4, 270) back from 
knee surgery. However, Howard may be 
limited to short snapping responsibilities. 

Fuller believes that for the first time in 
his tenure, “We have a legitimate opportu- 
nity to have two offensive line units. And 
another thing is, it looks like we won't 
have to depend on incoming freshmen to 
help us. It will be a big advantage for them 
if we can have a full year to work with 
them before they have to play.” 

Barger said the competition had helped. 
“It has made me work harder having Jon 
(Stevenson) behind me,” he said. “I think 
they made some position moves to see 
how we would react. One of my personal 
goals going into spring training was to im- 
prove my work habits, and | think I’ve 
done that.” 

Alabama did have one unexpected loss 
among offensive line personnel this year. 
Assistant Coach Mike Solari, who worked 
primarily with the offensive tackles the 
past two years, accepted an offer with the 
San Francisco 49ers of the National 
Football League. His loss came at a diffi- 
cult time, right at the beginning of spring 
practice. Although Alabama Head Coach 
Gene Stallings had not announced a re- 


Alabama equipment manager Tank 
Conerly talks to returning starters in the 
offensive line for Alabama, center Tobie 
Sheils (61) and offensive guard George 
Wilson (68). Barry Fikes Photo 
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placement for Solari as of this writing, a 
former graduate assistant, Danny 
Pearman, was working with the offensive 
tackles. Don't be surprised to see Pearman 
get the job permanently. 

Fuller said the guards and centers had 
probably made more progress than the 
tackles through the first half of spring 
training, but the reason was not the coach- 
ing change. Tackles have a very difficult re- 
sponsibility in Bama’s offensive scheme in 
protecting the passer from an outside 
rush. The left tackle, who more often than 
not does not have a tight end outside of 
him, has a particularly hard assignment. 
Matt Hammond, who has manned that po- 
sition for the past two years and who is 
the leader again this spring, “has im- 
proved,” Fuller said. “He didn’t have as 
good an off season as | had hoped for, but 
he has improved.” 

When former Alabama Coach Paul 
Bryant made the switch from a passing 
game to the wishbone a couple of decades 
ago, one of the things he noted as a bene- 
fit was the end of teaching pass blocking, 
At the time he said by the time he could 
teach a lineman to be a good pass blocker, 
it was time for him to graduate. “The 
weakest part of the team is pass protec- 
tion,” Fuller said. “We've made some 
progress, but we're not where we need to 
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Stallings agreed. “I think they are im- 
proving,” he said. “Our depth is better and 
I think we're getting a little tougher and a 
little stronger. We're working on protecting 
the passer; that's the key thing we need to 
improve on.” He mentioned Barnett, 
McNeal and Harville as young ones who 
have caught his eye. Stallings also indicat- 
ed the shuffling of Stevenson from guard 
to tackle might be for more than his bene- 
fit. In the past he has said he thinks 
Stevenson, who played tackle last fall as a 
true freshman, might be more suited to 
guard. However, when Stevenson is at 
guard the level of competition for 
Patterson at tackle drops off. “I want 
Roosevelt Patterson to play better in some 
areas,” Stallings said. “We need his total 
concentration.” 


Mex than competition has gone into 
the improvement of offensive line 
play, Fuller said. “You can see it has taken 
two years for them to understand the con- 
cept of what we are trying to do,” Fuller 
said, “There is no substitute for experi- 
ence. They feel comfortable about that. 
And, since they have worked together for 
a year, they feel comfortable about each 
other.” 

Sheils agreed. “Having a year's experi- 
ence has made a big difference for me and 
for everyone else on the offensive line,” he 
said. “This has been an easy spring men- 
tally, even though it has been tough physi- 
cally, because we haven't had to learn the 
system and because we have worked with 
each other. Basically, we are trying to per- 
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BOWL, BAMA, BOWL: 
THE VIDEO 


BowL, BAMA, BOWL: THE VIDEO is ready for distribution by Five 
Points South Productions, which produced the highly acclaimed 
THE LEGACY LIVES: CHERISHED MEMORIES OF PAUL “BEAR” BRYANT. 
The 90-minute, high-quality video tape chronicles the amazing foot- 
ball bowl games history of the Crimson Tide. It combines colorful 
reflections from the players and coaches who developed the proud 
tradition with interesting film footage and original music. 


¢ Hoyt “Wu” Winslett, 
Fred Sington and Young 
Boozer discuss Rose Bowl 
appearances under Coach 
Wallace Wade. Jeff Coleman 
shares memories 
from all bowl 
games. 

* Harry Gilmer 
explains the magic 
he produced in the 
Sugar Bowl and the 
Rose Bowl. Tommy 
Lewis offers previ- 
ously unheard 
remembrances of 
the 1954 Cotton Bowl, the 
game in which he ran from the 
sideline to tackle a Rice 
running back. And he also 
talks about the Coach Harold 
“Red” Drew Era. 

* Superstars and staff 
members from the Coach Paul 
“Bear” Bryant Era address his 
inspirational ways and their 
experiences: Billy Neighbors, 
Kenny Stabler, Major Ogilvie, 
Jim Goostree and others. 

* Tales from the Modern 
Era under Coaches Ray 


Perkins, Bill Curry and Gene 
Stallings cap a colorful story 
written by Al Browning, 
author of the book, 

Bowl, Bama, Bowl. 


From the 
1926 Rose Bowl 
through the 
1991 
Blockbuster 
Bowl, BOWL, 
BAMA, BOWL: 
THE VIDEO is a 
masterful 
keepsake, a 
superb addition to any 
Crimson Tide library. 


BOWL, BAMA, BOWL: THE 
VIDEO costs $39.95, including 
taxes, postage and handling. 

Also, Five Points South 
Productions is offering BOWL, 
BAMA, BOWL: THE VIDEO and 
THE LEGACY LIVES at a special 
price, $68.90, including taxes, 
postage and handling. 

THE LEGACY Lives can be 
purchased for $34.95, including 
taxes, postage and handling. 


Please send ___ copies of Bowl, Bama, Bowl at $39.95 each 


Please send ___ copies of The Legacy Lives at $34.95 each 


Please send ___ copies of Both Videotapes at $68.90 combined 


My check or money order for $ 


Mail to: Five Points South 
P.O. Box 55425 


is enclosed 


Birmingham, AL 35255 Address 


Phone (205) 930-0176 


ST_ ZIP 


MAIL ORDERS ONLY, PLEASE. ..ALLOW TWO WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Jim Fuller (above) is preparing for his ninth season as an assistant coach at Alabama 
working with the offensive line, particularly with the guards and centers. 


Danny Pearman (below) has been a graduate assistant coach at Alabama the past two 
seasons. With the departure of Mike Solari to the San Franciso 49ers, Pearman is work- 
ing with the offensive tackles this spring and may gain the permanent position. 

Barry Fikes Photos 
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fect things with a lot of technique work 
and we're getting a lot more accomplished 
this year than we did last year.” 

That fits in to what Stallings said prior to 
the start of work, that there would be 
more time spent on techniques than on 
team offense or team defense this spring. 
“We pretty much know what we're going 
to do offensive and defensively,” he said. 
“We'll concentrate this spring on making 
individual players better players.” 

Something else Stallings said prior to the 
beginning of spring training was that he 
had challenged Strength Coach LeBaron 
Caruthers to make the team stronger and 
quicker, and that he believed Caruthers 
had accomplished that mission. Fuller 
agrees. “Give LeBaron some credit,” he 
said. “Every lineman we have starting now 
runs either a 4.8 or 4.9 40. Now, offen- 
sive linemen don’t often have to run 40 
yards, but that shows they are much quick- 
er. All of them have improved on their 
speed and their strength. By next fall, all of 
our linemen will be bench-pressing at least 
400 pounds.” 

Fuller said that George Wilson, particu- 
larly, appeared to have benefitted from the 
off season program. “You just can’t believe 
how strong George is, especially in his 
upper body,” Fuller said. “Right now, he’s 
our best offensive lineman.” 

Fuller and Pearman are getting some 
coaching help this spring. Roger Shultz, a 
two-time All-Southeastern Conference 
center, is a graduate assistant coach work- 
ing with the centers. “Roger has really 
helped Tobie,” Fuller said. “He and Tobie 
have a good relationship. And he’s helped 
Tim Barnett, too.” 

Shultz said, “I think Tobie is doing an 
outstanding job. He’s got a grasp of what 
we're trying to accomplish. Chad Gladden 
is coming along, too. Tim has a lot to 
learn because he’s never played the posi- 
tion before, but he’s a good athlete and a 
hard worker. I think that experience is a 
real plus for a center, and Tobie’s got that 
now. He knows what’s going to happen. 
He's also a little bigger (up from last year’s 
playing weight of 338 to 255) and a little 
quicker than he was. And beyond playing 
well, he’s an excellent leader.” 

Fuller also cites the intelligence of the of- 
fensive linemen. Three of them—Ham- 
mond, Wilson and Sheils-are Academic 
All-SEC players, and Stevenson should 
join them next year. All have grade point 
averages in the 3.5-4.0 range. 

Finally, the Bama line coach has been 
impressed with the desire of the players to 
improve. “They are all trying hard, which 
is encouraging,” he said. “Part of that may 
go back to the level of competition being 
better. Part of it may be because they un- 
derstand what we are trying to do. But | 
think it’s mostly because they are the kinds 
of people and kinds of players who want 
to be the very best they can be. And if 
they are the best they can be, we'll be a lot 
better football team.’ 
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enjoyed by the University of Alabama is measured by the great players 
‘and coaches who have represented the Crimson Tide. 

brilliant .999 fine silver medallions, the fans' ae ¢ 
Century" is presented to you as theultimate "Century p com 
collectible, This illustrious team selection will be announced for-the first tim 
at the Spring Festival. From this stellar line-up of the past century 
will undoubtedly comprise a great team of immortal Alabamayp 
Now, you have a unique opportunity to)secu this limited edition 
collection through this offer. This fantastie collection recapttires’ I 


players who have gripped Alabama fans! i le S. 
ld lion measures 27 mm (1 1/16") in 


i hallmar ced | permanently certify its precious fine silver ca 
ears a superbly detailed portrait of the Crims oF 

 commemora ed, along with an action scene in the background depicting him at 

his best. The reverse displays the Official Alabama Football "Century of 

Champions" log 0. The collection will come in a handsome library slipcase Team Of The Century Fine Silver Medallion Collection 

| embossed wi the entury of Champions" logo. Each 1 1¢ lallion will be Limited Edition Collection minted in .999 fine silver. Numbered and signed by University of 


© 1992 Citation Promotions, Inc. 


inserted i in plush felt, inside a framed plaque. With your coll on, you will also Alabama Football Centennial Committee Co-Chairmen Steve Townsend and Finus Gaston, 
| receive a certificate of authenticity stamped and numbered by the mint and also ee ee 
signed by University of Alabama Football Centennial Committee co-chairmen, $359.00 Each Set =X — Quantity $ 
Steve Townsend and Finus Gaston. - : Sales Tax (Alabama Residents Must Add 7%) $ lf 
Shipping & Handling (Add $5.00 each set) $ 
Total Amount $ 


Please Find Check or Money 
Order Enclosed For Total Amount 


[__] Please Charge Total Amount To My: []visa [7] MASTERCARD 


Cad Nunbee EEX, Date 

Card Holder Signature 

Ship To (Please Print. Must list street address for UPS delivery.) 
Name 

Address 

—————————— nn if, 
Telephone (___) 


NOTE: In ordering this collection you understand that it will not be shipped to arrive until September 1, 
1992. This collection is subject to availability based on a minimum number of orders being received. If 
unavailable, your money will be promptly refunded. The medallion artwork shown above is for 
illustration purposes only. Actual designs may vary. No other Alabama collectibles are available from 
this address or phone number. SEND YOUR ORDER FORM TO: ALABAMA "TEAM OF 
THE CENTURY", P.O. BOX 101555, BIRMINGHAM, AL 35210-6555. 


Damiean Jeffries: 


He’s Had A Taste Of What It Takes 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Upcoming sophomore 
made the switch to down 
lineman, now must 
improve this spring 


Tpeiees Jeffries may have mixed 
emotions about his first year as a 
member of the Alabama Crimson Tide 
football team, but he wasn’t surprised 
about one thing last season. Coming out 
of B.B. Comer High School in Sylacauga, 
Jeffries was considered by many the 
state’s top prospect in Alabama. Not by 
Jeffries though. “At first I thought | might 
be, because | had read that a lot,” said the 
6-5, 252-pounder. “But then | saw some 
film. After seeing him play, | thought he 
was the best player.” 

Jeffries saw film of David Palmer. 

There is no question that Palmer, who 
starred for Bama as a kick returner, at 
wide receiver, and even occasionally at 
quarterback, was an outstanding prospect 
and is an outstanding player. But no one 
is doubting the potential of Jeffries. 
Ordinarily, a skill position player (other 
than quarterback) has a better chance of 
making an immediate impact in making 
the move from high school football to col- 
lege football. Not only is Jeffries a big 
man, he is being asked to make a position 
change with the Crimson Tide. 

Jeffries was a high school linebacker 
and tight end. He worked at outside 
linebacker for a week or so last fall, but 
then moved to a defensive end position. 
Whereas Palmer was an integral part of 
the Alabama team as a freshman, Jeffries 
averaged only about eight plays per 
game. 

Jeffries said he was initially happy to be 
playing as a freshman, but because of the 
limited playing time he received, he now 
wishes he had been redshirted. “At first | 
was glad | wasn't being redshirted, but on 
down the line | wished | was held out,” he 
said. “I thought ] would get more playing 
time than I did. | was disappointed with 
my playing time. As things turned out, | 
felt like | wasted a year.” 

The year was not completely wasted, 
though. Jeffries acknowledged he gained 
game experience and said that should be 
to his advantage this season. He made 
valuable contributions to the Tide in 
1991, beyond being credited with 10 
tackles, three quarterback pressures and a 
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fumble recovery. The effectiveness of the 
men in front of him was helped by the re- 
lief time he gave them. 

Jeffries said his best game came against 
Tulane when he recovered the fumble. 
But it’s not the fumble recovery that sticks 
out in his mind. “I made two stops on the 
goalline in the same series that helped 
prevent them scoring a touchdown,” he 
said. “One was a solo tackle and the other 
I got help from (linebacker) Mario Morris. 
I remember those. Coach (Bill) Oliver and 
Coach (Mike) Dubose told me they were 
proud of me. And | remember coming off 
the field and (senior defensive star) Robert 
Stewart patted me on the back.” 

Jeffries also thought he played reason- 
ably well in the opener against Temple, 
the Chattanooga game, and against 
Colorado to close the season in the 
Blockbuster Bowl. He didn’t get to play 
against Georgia, Tennessee or Auburn. 
He said he felt the coaches wanted to go 
with the more experienced players in 
those big Southeastern Conference 
games. 

“| got in early against Colorado and got 
a lot of snaps,” he said. “That was one of 
the highlights of the season for me. That 
and being on an 11-1 team.” 


Altheush it wasn't a great deal of ac- 
tion for him as a freshman, that taste 
of college football games has motivated 
Jeffries as he prepares for 1992. 

“I'm hungry,” he said, “I want playing 
time.” 

Jeffries goes into 1992 at a disadvan- 
tage in that Tide starters return at both 
end spots, Eric Curry on the right side, 
where Jeffries is listed second on the 
spring depth chart, and John Copeland 
on the other side at left end. 
Nevertheless, Jeffries has a goal. “I'm 
going to compete for the starting posi- 
tion,” he said. “Eric's going to have to 
work.” 

Dubose, Jeffries’ position coach, said 
he expects Jeffries to push for more play- 
ing time. 

The transition to college football is a dif- 
ficult one for most football players, and it 


was no exception for Jeffries. For one 
thing he had been a linebacker in high 
school, a stand-up position, whereas now 
he is a down lineman. For another, many 
thought he was best as a prepper at tight 
end on offense. His many honors, includ- 
ing Parade All-America, Gatorade Circle 
of Champions, as well as all-state recogni- 
tion, all listed him as a tight end. Indeed, 
Bama's top competition for Jeffries came 
from two schools-Florida State and 
Michigan-which recruited him for offense. 
“They told me | could play right away as a 
tight end, but if | was going to play 
linebacker I'd be redshirted,” Jeffries said. 

As a senior at B.B. Comer he had 
caught 18 passes for 329 yards and 10 
touchdowns. His best all-around perfor- 
mance in high school came in his junior 
season against Childersburg, when he 
caught seven passes for two touchdowns, 
was on the receiving end of a two-point 
conversion and made 21 tackles. “I con- 
sider that my best game because we won 
in double overtime and my first touch- 
down was during the first overtime period 
and the two-point conversion won the 
game in the second overtime,” he said. 
On the defensive side as a senior, Jeffries 
had 78 solo tackles, assisted on 53  oth- 
ers, and led the team in quarterback 
sacks. 

“| wanted to play defense in college and 
Alabama told me I could play right away,” 
Jeffries said. “And,” he added, “I wanted 
to stay close to home so my family could 
see me play.” 

While Alabama kept its promise that he 
could play defense and play right away, 
the decision was made early last fall to 
shift him from outside linebacker to defen- 
sive end, He said he had some problems 
with that switch and that was one of the 
reasons for his limited playing time. “I 
thought | would play more than | did, but | 
didn't adjust the way the coaches wanted 
me to,” he said. 

Part of the problem in the adjustment 
was the competition. “Compared to high 
school, the guys I’m playing against in 
college are so much bigger and stronger,” 
Jeffries said. “Because of that | need 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/APRIL ’92 


more upper body strength and | need to 
learn to use my hands so that | can sepa- 
rate (the technique of getting away from 
the hands of opposing offensive linemen). 
I've got to get better at shoving guys out 
of the way so that I can make the play. | 
realized that after the Florida game.” 

Jeffries said he has to also get used to a 
different style of play. In high school, 
where his size and ability enabled him to 
dominate, he had more freedom to blitz. 
“I was accustomed to shooting the gap,” 
he said. “Here we stunt, but not on every 
play. Here | need to read the offense bet- 
ter and separate better. 

“I have to learn to read the guards and 
tackles and the quarterback at the same 
time. I’ve got to see all of them in that tri- 
angle and adjust accordingly. That’s been 
my biggest adjustment problem.” 


| B eeiea acknowledged that Jeffries has 
ability and that he improved a lot dur- 
ing the past year. “But,” the coach added, 
“he had to make a lot of progress. He has 
talent, but he was raw. He has a lot of 
athleticism and he runs well for a defen- 
sive linemen. He has good work habits, a 
good attitude, listens well, wants to learn 
and be good, and he’s fun to coach and a 
pleasure to be around. 

“But he’s playing a position that he 
never played before and he’s gone from a 
stand-up position to a position with his 
hands on the ground. He’s got so much 
to learn. He hasn’t played the position 
long enough to understand it. He has to 
understand the opposing offense and 
what they're trying to do to him. He has 
to study offenses, the offensive players, 
stances, their alignment, field position 
tendencies, down and distance tendencies 
and has mark tendencies. 

“Football is a game of sight, movement 
and contact. Damiean has to see things 
properly and quickly, anticipate, and then 
react. 

“He’s got a lot of things he needs to 
improve on.” 

Jeffries is quick (4.95 in the 40-yard 
dash) and that helps him, but he said he 
isn’t happy with his speed. “No sir, I’m 
not at all happy with that,” he said. “I 
want to get down to a 4.8.” 

He also knows he has to improve his 
strength. He currently bench presses 310 
pounds and squats 425, but says those 
numbers need to increase to 400 and 
550. “I didn’t lift (weights) in high school 
as much as | should have,” he said. “I 
know I have to get stronger, especially in 
the upper body so | can separate. | have 
got to keep guys off me.” 

Jeffries said his goals this year are to 
get better and play more. “I want to work 
hard, improve, and play a lot,” he said. 
His long range goals include making All- 
SEC, All-America and having an opportu- 
nity to play professional football, although 
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Damiean Jeffries was one of the nation’s most highly-regarded high school prospects as a 
tight end and linebacker. Now he’s a defensive down lineman for the Tide, a letterman as 
a true freshman last year and, potentially, an All-America in future seasons. 


he is a good student who also takes his 
studies in the College of Commerce and 
Business Administration seriously. 

Dubose said Jeffries has the potential to 
achieve his football goals, “provided he 
continues to work hard and improve. But 
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he is not close to that now. He is not 
close to being the kind of football player 
he needs to be.” 

Jeffries realizes that. “The only thing 
I'm thinking about this spring is getting 
better so I can help the team.” 
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The Punters: 


Tide Looks For A New Foot 


by Rush Garner 


Two sophomore walk-ons 
in lead as Bama seeks 
to replace Williamson 


Te don't call it football for no reason. 
The foot may be overlooked by fans 
(until there is a disaster), but coaches are 
keenly aware of the importance of the 
kicking game. 

In the first two years of Gene Stallings 
serving as Alabama's head football coach, 
the overall Crimson Tide kicking game 
was in the hands of Amos Jones. 
However, Jones, who came to Alabama 
from an assistant coaching job at Temple 
where he handled the kicking game along 
with other duties, is no longer on the 
Bama staff. Alabama lost Jones, who was 
a volunteer assistant coach, when the 
NCAA eliminated that position. Jones is 
now a full time assistant at Pittsburgh. 

Therefore, Stallings has elected to use 
his entire staff in the kicking game. While 
an assistant will have responsibility for 
each area of the overall kicking game, the 
offensive coaches will generally handle of- 
fensive kicking (kickoff returns, punting, 
field goals and extra points) and the defen- 
sive coaches defensive kicking situations 
(punt returns, kickoff coverage, and kick 
blocks). And, said the head coach, he 
wanted fresh ideas on the kicking game. 
Therefore, he put a few men in charge of 
specific functions who have never coached 
those spots before. One of those is Mal 
Moore, the Tide’s assistant head coach, 
quarterback coach and de facto offensive 
coordinator. 

Moore, like Stallings, is keenly aware of 
the horrible start the Tide had in 1990, 
the year they returned to Bama. Alabama 
started that season with three straight loss- 
es, all of them at least partly attributable to 
breakdowns in the punting game. 

Midway through that season, indeed 
midway through the Tennessee game in 
Knoxville, Stallings made a punting 
change, inserting Tank Williamson into the 
position. Williamson responded with two 
critical punts from the end zone against 
the Vols in that dramatic Bama victory. 
And Williamson also had an extremely im- 
portant punt in last season's victory over 
Auburn when he boomed a 71-yarder that 
changed field position in Bama's favor. 
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Now Williamson has graduated and the 
Tide is looking for a new punter. 


Pe to the start of spring training, 
Stallings said that even though Bama 
had lost its punter of the past year and a 
half, he was not deeply concerned about 
the punting game because there are a few 
men in camp he thinks can get the job 
done. Over the years it has not been un- 
common for Alabama to find a punter 
from the walk-on ranks. In fact, that's 
where Williamson came from. 

This spring Moore is working with a half 
dozen prospective punters. One of them, 
Stan Moss dr., had the Tide punting job for 
the first few games of 1990 and continues 
to work to regain that position. However, 
two other walk-ons—J.J, Adams and Bryne 
DiehFare considered most likely to succeed. 

Moore said this spring that all of the 
punting candidates have lacked consisten- 
cy. “They'll all hit some good ones, but not 
on a consistent basis,” Moore said. “d.J., 
Bryne and Stan all have sound technique. 
But what we're looking for is that cold- 
blooded guy who can hit under pressure. 
We want a guy who can get it out in a cer- 
tain length of time and who has the leg 
strength to get it a certain distance with 
enough hang time to allow coverage. But 
the main thing is we need a man who will 
do it about the same way every time.” 

Although through the early days the 
punters were working just on the kicking 
aspect, as spring practice continues the 
other aspects of the punting game will be 
added. 

This year when the “4" shows up on the 
down marker for Alabama’s offense, look 
for one of the two sophomore walk-ons to 
trot out. 

J.J. Adams, who will be a redshirt 
sophomore this season, admitted there 
was a long transitional period between 
walking on and competing for the starting 
job. “Everything about the college game is 
quicker, and to adapt physically takes time. 
I had to change my technique and learn a 
different style,” he said. Adams also had to 
gain about twenty pounds in order to com- 


pete. This brought him up to a lean 170 
pounds, and with determined weight train- 
ing, Adams has emerged as a contender. 
Even though Adams recognized all these 
changes immediately, it took a little time to 
adjust. Just like many other young student- 
athletes, Adams had to form a solid foun- 
dation academically before being able to 
concentrate fully on punting. “Once | 
knew my way around, I started to practice 
more. It was easier because my mind 
wasn't elsewhere,” said Adams. 

His first season as a walk-on was difficult 
because he worried too much about his 
competition instead of concentrating on 
himself. Once he began to concentrate on 
his punting, he began to improve. Adams 
credits his willingness to go to work to his 
father John Adams Sr. “He always pushed 
me to succeed, but he never pushed me in 
a certain direction, and that was important 
to me because | always felt that | could 
make the final decision," Adams said. 
Adams was alluding to the numerous offers 
he had during his senior year at Katy High 
School in Katy, Texas, when he starred as 
a two-sport athlete, also playing baseball. 
Among other recruiters were Florida, 
Texas Tech, and the University of 
Houston. Couple those with a baseball 
scholarship offer from one of the perennial 
powerhouses in college baseball, Texas 
A&M, and he had some big decisions. But 
despite offers, he wanted to come and 
play football in the Southeastern 
Conference, 

Adams bleeds crimson, in part because 
his grandfather met Paul Bryant in 
Junction, Texas, where the famed three 
buses incident occurred. And it is no coin- 
cidence that Adams and Stallings get along 
so well, as Stallings is a native of Paris, 
Texas. “His door is always open, and the 
fact that he is a family man is important, 
too. He's always honest, and he lays it on 
the line with you,” he said. 


ih fen competition for the job is com- 
pounded by the presence of Bryne 
Diehl. Diehl, also a sophomore, is from 
Oakman. He is also bigger, at 6-3 and 
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Bryne Diehl (left) and J.J. Adams (right), a pair of walk-on sophomores, are considered the leading candidates to win the punting job for 
Alabama in 1992. This year the punters are being coached by Assistant Head Coach Mal Moore, whose coaching experience in the past 


has concentrated on quarterbacks. 


212, and that is closer to the size that 
even the professional teams look for. His 
ascent to the forefront of the chase came 
by a different route than that of the more 
celebrated Adams. Diehl didn’t receive as 
much billing coming out of high school, 
but that may have been due in part to the 
sheer number of sports Bryne played in 
high school. He not only lettered in bas- 
ketball and football four times each, but he 
also lettered in baseball five times. He lived 
for sports in high school, but some scouts 
might have thought he spread himself too 
thin. The big colleges didn’t come with 
open arms. Although there were offers 
from the University of North Alabama and 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, he decided to 
walk on at Alabama. He wasn’t worried 
about the lack of interest because he had 
made up his mind already. “I always want- 
ed to play for Alabama. Ever since | can 
remember | have watched and followed 
Alabama football,” Diehl said. 

While Adams and Diehl do compete, 
they still remain friends off the field. They 
feel that the competition only makes them 
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better on the field, and that it adds fuel to 
the fire of self improvement. “When we 
leave the field, we don't take anything with 
us, and that’s the way we want to keep it,” 
said Diehl. Much like Adams, Diehl had a 
few things to overcome as well. Even 
though his home was only 45 minutes 
from Tuscaloosa, he experienced a little 
discontent. “I got a little homesick, but | 
adjusted. At first it’s hard because no one 
knows who you are, but once you get to 
know people, they make you feel right at 
home,” he said. Both Adams and Diehl 
also had to adjust to a totally different 
technique. Both had to redesign their deliv- 
eries to accommodate a shortened drop. 
“In high school you can take a three-step 
drop and get away with it, but in this 
league, you take that long and you'll have 
a mouthful of dirt,” said Diehl. 

School was another area which proved 
difficult. Any athlete knows it’s hard to bal- 
ance class and athletics, and Diehl does his 
best to juggle the two. “I may not get to go 
out very much, but | get to do the essen- 
tials-eat, study, sleep and practice.” To 
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Diehl this program is the epitome of col- 
lege football, and he is very glad he decid- 
ed to come here. What he likes most about 
it is the absence of cliques among team- 
mates and the family atmosphere. And like 
most people, he likes being rewarded for 
hard work, and Coach Stallings is more 
than fair to people who work hard. Diehl 
was taught the value of hard work at an 
early age, as his parents would often make 
him mow the lawn or clean out the garage 
before permitting him to join his friends on 
a Saturday afternoon. So to Diehl, Coach 
Stallings is someone to look up to. 

For Alabama to have a chance to com- 
pete for a national championship, certainly 
many questions must first be answered. At 
or near the top of this list are questions con- 
cerning the punting game. If the arrival of 
players like J.J. Adams and Bryne Diehl can 
make it a productive position so that the 
punting helps instead of hurting, Bama will 
be that much better. But regardless of who 
wins the starting job, the team can only 
benefit from having a good example of 
healthy competition in a friendly manner. 
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Derrick Lassic: 


He’s Motivated To Fill 
Shoes Of Great Backs 


by Tommy Deas 


Senior tailback believes 
he can carry the load 
for Crimson Tide in 1992 


t has taken four years for Derrick Lassic 

to get to the foot of his latest mountain 
to climb, the one he has seen in the dis- 
tance since he was a child. Now, Lassic 
stands ready to begin another uphill 
march. 

For the redshirt senior tailback from 
Haverstraw, New York, reaching the next 
plateau in the football world has always 
been a struggle against doubters. From the 
sandlots of the Pop Warner league to 
North Rockland High School to The 
University of Alabama, Lassic’s success 
has always been a surprise to some. 

“I like for people to tell me what | can't 
do,” he said. “I thrive on that. Like last 
year, one reporter said to me, ‘You're not 
Siran Stacy.’ To me, it felt like he was say- 
ing you're just somebody to relieve him, 
you should just be happy you're at 
Alabama. 

“That motivated me. It really burned. 
That's one of my goals this year, to prove 
that guy wrong.” 

When Lassic climbs his personal moun- 
tains, he looks to his hero and idol. Posters 
of former Chicago Bears running back 
Walter Payton pass for wallpaper in the 
Bryant Hall dormitory room he shares with 
wideout Prince Wimbley, and his personal 
entertainment system could easily pass for 
a Payton’s Place cable channel. 

“He’s always looking at one of his video- 
tapes of Walter Payton,” Wimbley said. 
“He'll get out the remote and look at the 
same thing over and over again all night. 

“Sometimes | just have to leave.” 

Lassic’s fascination with Payton goes 


Derrick Lassic is the heir apparent to 
Siran Stacy as the Alabama tailback in 
1992. Lassic has shown hard-running 
ability, but will have to prove durability. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


back to his days as a New York youth. 
Even before he played organized football, 
he would emulate his hero. 

In his neighborhood, teams would 
choose up sides and one would be the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and the other the 
Dallas Cowboys, the National Football 
League’s two dominant teams at the time. 
That didn’t stop Lassic from being Payton. 

“I'd usually be on the Dallas Cowboys, 
but Iwouldn’t be Tony Dorsett,” Lassic said 
with a smile. “I'd be Walter Payton. ‘I’m 
Walter Payton — he got traded.’ | grew up 
with Walter Payton on the brain. 

“When I was a little kid, | wore number 
34 and everything. I'd try to do the things 
that he did, the stiff leg and carrying the 
ball with one hand. 

“I got a couple of chewing-outs for that.” 

Some of Payton's better habits have 
rubbed off on Alabama’s heir apparent to 
the legacy of Stacy, Bobby Humphrey and 
all the backfield greats who came before 
them. As Lassic sits quietly and studies 
tapes of Payton the way a scientist peers 
through a microscope at a rare specimen, 
he looks for things he can incorporate into 
his own running style. 

He also finds motivation. 

“Like he says in one of his tapes that | 
have that | watch every day;” Lassic said, 
“he says his running style is one he was 
taught by his coach at Jackson State: 
when you die, you die hard. Sometimes 
you might break a tackle and gain an extra 
couple yards. 

“That's my philosophy; if you're going 
to tackle me, I’m going to give it all I’ve 

ot.” 
: Lassic even has his own back-yard 
mountain back in New York, a playground 
he took to in an effort to be like Payton, 
whose runs up a steep hill in his backyard 
for off-season conditioning became part of 
his legend. 

“| would always run that during the sum- 
mertime,” Lassic said. “They had a big ar- 
ticle on it in high school, how! ran the hill. 
It's a pretty steep hill, I'd say about 25 
yards at about a 50-degree angle, some- 
thing like that. 

“I'd run it until | couldn’t run anymore.” 


AS Lassic enters his final spring practice 
with the Crimson Tide, he knows he 
leads understudies Chris Anderson, 
Sherman Williams and Irving Spikes on 
the depth chart. The 5-11, 195-pound 
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speedster also knows he has a lot still to 
prove. 

“L weigh 195 and this is the heaviest I've 
ever been,” Lassic said on the eve of the 
start of spring workouts. “I ran a 4.42 
(second 40-yard dash) a couple of weeks 
ago. 

“That's one of my fastest times since 
I've been here, so I've been able to carry 
my speed with this weight. 

“For my size I’m very strong, and God 
has gave me the gift of speed. I've always 
been one of the fastest kids growing up. 
And | have the desire to be the best | can 
be. At one point, football wasn't that im- 
portant to me, but as I started looking at 
things that have happened, it became im- 
portant to me again, meant something to 
me again.” 

One of those things was the career-end- 
ing knee injury suffered last fall by team- 
mate Craig Sanderson. 

“A guy like Craig Sanderson worked so 
hard to get well and rehabilitated and ev- 
erything,” Lassic said, “and then, Boom!, 
one day in practice he cuts out of a pat- 
tern and it was over for him. That made 
me realize, gee, it could happen to you at 
any time, 

“You just enjoy the moments you have 
because you might not have them much 
longer.” 

As a junior, Lassic enjoyed his best sea- 
son at the college level, backing Stacy up 
with 368 yards on 70 attempts with two 
touchdowns, and adding nine rushes for 
31 yards in the Blockbuster Bowl victory 
over Colorado. He also caught four passes 
for 36 yards and returned five kickoffs for 
a 17.6-yard average. 

In his sophomore season, Lassic ran for 
281 yards on 68 attempts, following a 
freshman season that saw him run for 142 
yards on 33 carries. 

It was really last spring that Lassic finally 
broke out of an injury-plagued mold that 
saw him constantly fall back in the pack 
just when it seemed he was making 
progress. With Stacy and Anderson nurs- 
ing injuries during spring drills, Lassic 
stepped to the forefront. He impressed his 
coaches enough to win the Johnny Musso 
Most Improved Offensive Back Award, 
and was able to follow that by playing in 
all 12 games last year, finishing third in 
team rushing. 

When Lassic arrived at Alabama, he 
didn’t know Johnny Musso from Johnny 
Appleseed. 

“IT hadn't heard of him before I got 
here,” Lassic said. “Before | won the 
award, | met him. He came and talked at 
one of our career days. He's a 
commodities broker in Chicago. 

“There’s one story that sticks in my 
mind. The Auburn game, he hurt his foot 
and they didn’t think he would play. He 
ended up playing and had one of his best 
games as a collegian and Alabama beat 
Auburn to finish 11-0.” 

One of Lassic’s goals is to become the 
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first player to win the Musso spring award 
twice since its inception in 1972. 


Tx nagging injuries that Musso played 
through still seem to follow Lassic-he 
entered spring drills recovering from a 
pulled hamstring-as does a fragile reputa- 
tion that makes even Head Coach Gene 
Stallings question his ability to carry a 
starting load that may require two dozen 
carries per game, 

“| think he's going to be good,” Stallings 
said of Lassic. “My only concern is 
whether he can stay healthy running the 
way he does. He really runs the ball. | 
don't know if he can run it 20 times a 
game at that tempo. 

“T love it, but | wonder if he can maintain 
it,” 

Lassic thinks there may be a little coach- 
ing psychology at work in Stallings’ com- 
ments. 

“I guess Coach Stallings knows the type 
of player | am, knows my personality and 
knows that will motivate me," Lassic said. 
“It has. I've been working hard on the 
weights and trying to get in the best shape 
[ can. | have ta pretiy much carry the load 
like | did last spring, and I’m up to the 
challenge. 

“To me, it's a challenge. He doesn't 
mean any harm by it; it’s probably more of 
a compliment than anything else. But it is 
a motivational factor for me. 

“| have to be in the best shape of my 
life, because it's pretty tremendous getting 
hit that many times a game. | feel that if 
I'm at the peak of my conditioning | can 
carry the load.” 

The idea of spring football was alien to 
Lassic when he arrived in Tuscaloosa. 
Didn't the USFL try that without success? 

“In New York we didn't have spring 
practice in high school,” he said. “They 
take football more seriously here than they 
do up there. At first, | thought it was so 
weird practicing so early when the season 
was so far off, but I felt it was an opportu- 
nity to showcase some of my abilities and 
catch the coaches’ eyes. 

“In the spring you do a lot of hitting, a 
lot of contact drills. You do work on funda- 
mentals, but you do it at full speed. In the 
fall, going in toward the season, it’s tough 
because you practice twice a day, so it's 
more demanding on you as far as condi- 
tioning. The contact lightens up, so it is 
not as physically demanding from a con- 
tact standpoint as the spring.” 

Lassic's first spring at Alabama was his 
introduction into the rough-and-tumble 
world of college football. Like so many 
high school stars, Lassic arrived with nu- 
merous awards, including New York State 
Player of the Year after rushing for more 
than 1,700 yards as a senior and playing 
on a team voted the state’s team of the 
decade. And he probably had an inflated 
sense of his ability. 
oe first lesson came on the practice 
ield. 


“Coming out of high school,” he said, 
“you're all-world and everything. Everyone 
was telling me when you get to college 
you're going to be just another fish in the 
sea. But coming out of high school, you 
can’t comprehend what they're saying. 

“It’s tough, but once you get here and 
you see you're another fish in the sea, it 
makes you better. It makes you compete 
harder, try harder. It pushes you to be in 
the upper echelon of the running backs.” 

Lassic found that practice in the 
Southeastern Conference wasn't like high 
school practice back home. He said he 
wasn't physically or mentally ready for the 
toll workouts would take on his body, and 
that his previous practice habits played a 
big role in his fragile reputation. 

“Some of it had to do with the way | was 
brought up in high schoo! practice,” Lassic 
said. “I would never get hit; only on game 
day would | get hit, and my body wasn't 
used to continuous contact. | was like a 
quarterback to wear that, we called it a 
white jersey, and they wouldn’t touch me 
and | didn't have to pass block or any- 
thing. 

“Thad to do a lot of maturing when I got 
here. Some of the injuries were also men- 
tal; you hurt your ankle and you're scared 
to run on it, when you really can if you just 
suck it up.” 

Lassic said those early lessons have pre- 
pared him for the starting role he is wing 
for in 1992. 

“You call it, I'll haul it,’ he said. “You 
give it to me and I'm going to run it every 
time you give it to me. If something does 
happen to me and | get hurt, then it 
wasn't meant to be, but I’m going to die 
trying. You can guarantee that.” 

There were other lessons Lassic learned 
upon leaving the nest. 

“To be honest, I wasn't the greatest stu- 
dent in high school,” the criminal justice 
major said. “I didn't apply myself. It's been 
real difficult in college. I've struggled a lot, 
but thank God | have a decent memory. 

“Something could happen to me freak, 
just walking downstairs and fall and | 
couldn't play football. That's why it’s really 
important to me and my family that I get 
my education.” 

Lassic took a big turn in his life as a 10- 
year-old. A youth-league coach named 
Peter Matone took an interest in him and, 
Lassic said, rescued him from an older 
crowd he had taken to spending his time 
with on the streets of Haverstraw, a subur- 
ban town about 30 minutes to the north of 
New York City, 

“If not for the grace of God and Mr. 
Matone, | wouldn't be here,” Lassic said. “| 
was into some pretty devious things hang- 
ing around on the streets. Mr. Matone be- 
lieved in me and made me believe in my- 
self, that | can accomplish things. He's like 
my second father.” 

Now Lassic hopes to return one day to 
open a youth center or work as a social 
counselor. 
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Lassic was raised by his mother and, as 
he said, often straightened out by a father 
who lived in a nearby town, Preston 
Lassic, who happened to have been from 
Montgomery. Perhaps it was his father’s 
influence that had him watching Alabama 
football games on television as a young- 
ster. 

“I watched some games,” Lassic said, 
“like the Alabama-Auburn game would al- 
ways come on every year. I always knew of 
their tradition and it always seems like they 
won, and everyone knows Coach (Paul) 
Bryant. 

“Alabama never had any superstars, 
they just had great teams that played to- 
gether. My high school coach used to al- 
ways say we need to be a team, like 
Alabama. | wanted to be a part of it.” 

So when nearby Syracuse and faraway 
schools like Alabama, Georgia Tech, Penn 
State and Maryland began recruiting him, 
the Tide remained high on his list. Lassic 
eventually signed with Alabama and Coach 
Bill Curry after narrowing his list to Bama 
and Georgia Tech. 

Lassic admits he had some reservations 
about what he might encounter in the 
Heart of Dixie. 

“The Ku Klux Klan, all the racial things 
that went through my mind, Alabama and 
Mississippi and lynchings, stuff like that,” 
Lassic recalled. “I thought about all of it. | 
was naive. | didn't know. My father 
schooled me a lot on stuff like that. 

“He said up North you have just as 
much racism, but it's hidden. Down South 
you'll know someone who is a racist. He 
pretty much won't hide it, he'll let you 
know, so just stay away from him. That's 
basically true. | haven't had any racial 
problems since I've been here, not any 
more than | had up North. 

“To be frank, | heard it more from white 
people than | did from black people. You 
know, ‘You're going down there with all 
those rednecks.’ Most of the black people 
were saying, ‘Oh, Alabama, great tradi- 
tion. We're going to get to see you on TV 
and everything.”* 


Ss far, Lassic hasn't seen as much tele- 
vision time as Big Al or the Million 
Dollar Band during Tide games, but he has 
plans to change that as he enters his final 
season in college as the top backfield can- 
didate. Lassic shares the team goals of na- 
tional and Southeastern Conference cham- 
pionships, and would like to show his stuff 
with a 1,000-yard season. 

He also has other goals. 

Said Lassic, “] want to be a role model 
to the younger players. | want to go to 
practice and work hard and be a good ex- 
ample to the younger players on how to 
practice hard. 

“When I was younger, | didn't practice 
as hard. Watching Bobby Humphrey and 
Siran practice, that kind of sticks with you. 
As you get older, you remember things like 
that and you try to emulate them.” 
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Derrick Lassic, an upcoming senior, hopes that his fourth year is the charm. Although 
he has seen regular duty in his first three years at Bama, he wants to star this season. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


High on Lassic’s list is following 
Humphrey (and likely Stacy) to the NFL. 

A scout for the Dallas Cowboys saw 
Lassic play at one of Alabama's games last 
season, and offered that he thought 
Lassic's speed might make him a better 
pro prospect than a 

“That's a goal and that’s something he 
has the potential to accomplish,” said 
Alabama running backs coach Larry 
Kirksey, who coached the likes of Lorenzo 
Hampton, Neal Anderson, John L. 
Williams and Emmitt Smith as an assistant 
at Florida. “There is room for improve- 
ment and he has to work hard to improve 
every day to be the best he can. 

“Last year he was completely different 
from the year before. He took the attitude 
that he was going to get it done. He didn’t 
let the little nagging injuries stop him. 

“He showed a lot of leadership qualities, 
and his teammates really like him. A lot of 
guys do things by running their mouths, 
but Derrick went out every day and 
worked hard and did it by example.” 

Lassic has the usual reasons for wanting 
to play in the big leagues, but he has other 
ones as well. 

“The day Siran graduated, everybody 


said | was the man,” he said. “I want to be 
the man because | earned it. | have a cou- 
ple of areas | need to improve in, and with 
hard work and Coach Kirksey teaching me, 
I can improve in those areas—pass blocking 
I need to improve, carrying out my fakes 
and sharpening up my pass patterns. 

“Making the NFL is the ultimate goal. 
There’s some personal reasons why | think 
about it, and then there’s the reasons ev- 
erybody wants to play: number one, the 
money and number two, it’s always been a 
dream when you're a little kid watching 
pro football on TV. 

“When you're growing up and you have 
a lot of people who doubt you, who say 
you're too small, you're not that good. . .| 
don't want to say | told you so, | just have 
something to prove to them. It’s always 
been a challenge for me to move up to the 
next level. 

“In high school a lot of people ques- 
tioned me until my senior year, and now 
it’s my senior year here. | feel | can play 
pro football. Coach Stallings has men- 
tioned it and Coach Kirksey has. | just 
have to work on my strength and gain a 
couple of pounds.” 

And keep climbing those mountains. 
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Tim Boge: 


Move Pays Off For Alabama 


by Michael Herndon 


Senior Tide star didn’t 
want to make the move 
from shortstop to catcher 


hicago Cubs second baseman Ryne 
Sandberg might be considered an un- 
usual childhood hero for a catcher. 

But perhaps it makes sense when that 
catcher played shortstop in his younger 
days, as did Alabama catcher Tim Boge. 
And it's interesting that the prospect of 
being switched to the position he now 
mans for the Crimson Tide almost led the 
Dyersville, lowa, native to quit his high 
school team. 

“T played shortstop and pitcher until my 
junior year in high school,’’ Boge said. 
“When my coach wanted to move me to 
catcher | almost quit. I did not want to 
catch. | love being out there taking 
ground balls and | thought | was going to 
miss all that, being a catcher. But it 
turned out to pay off for me.” 

And pay off it has for the Tide senior, 
as well as for Bama’s baseball team. 
Boge, in addition to being a fine defen- 
sive player, started this season with a hot 
bat, a .429 average, a couple of home 
runs and 14 runs batted in in the first 
dozen games. Among his hits in that 
rapid start were seven doubles and that 
rarest-of-rares for a catcher, a triple, 

But it was Chicago's Rhino he looked 
up to as he grew up. 

“Actually, I've always been a big Cubs 
fan,’ Boge explained. ‘‘I've been telling 
everybody that Sandberg isn’t being over- 
paid (Sandberg recently signed a multi- 
million dollar contract making him base- 
ball’s highest-paid player) because without 
him coming back, the Cubs don't have a 
team. 

‘He's always the guy I’ve looked up to 
because he's always so quiet-a real quiet 
leader,"’ Boge added. ‘That's kind of my 
pet peeve—-players who make a big scene 
when they strike out. | think it makes it 
look so much worse.” 

Although the infielder remains his base- 
ball hero, Boge is now quite comfortable 
in his position, and the dreams of turning 
that perfect double play have turned into 
determination to be a top-notch defensive 
catcher. Boge said the transition wasn't as 
difficult as it might seem. 
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‘For some reason it came to me real 
quick,"’ Boge said. ‘] caught just a few 
games before in Babe Ruth (League). 
Actually I caught one or two games in 
high school when | was a freshman and 
sophomore, but | really hadn't caught a 


ot. 

“T didn’t like it that much, where I'd 
want to play it every day,’ Boge added. 
“That was the hard adjustment-being 
able to come out and catch every day. It's 
a lot harder than everybody thinks. You 
take a lot of bumps and bruises day in 
and day out.” 

“Catchers are kind of a special breed,"’ 
he said, “You just have to block every- 
thing out and focus on the ball, Just 
wary about catching or stopping the 

all. 

Boge said the importance of the posi- 
tion finally won him over. 

“I like the control that a catcher has,” 
Boge said. ‘You're in control of the game 
and a lot of times a game depends on the 
things you do. There are times, for in- 
stance, when the winning run is on third 
base and it’s up to you. If the ball gets by 
you, you lose, 

“It's a lot of pressure, but I think it's a 
lot of fun. It adds to the game,” 

That pressure and responsibility have 
led Boge to place priority on honing his 
defensive skills. 

“I definitely concentrate a lot more on 
defense because it's the defensive things | 
think about when | go home," Boge said. 
“If | let a passed ball get by, that bothers 
me a lot more than a bad at-bat. That 
usually affects the game a lot more than 
my one or two at-bats, because the rest of 
the team is usually going to carry you a 
little bit. 

“A lot of times what you do with your 
bat isn't going to matter, but if | foul up 
defensively it's going to be a lot more 
trouble for us usually than one bad at-bat. 

“So far hitting has been my strong 
point,’’ Boge said, but added, ‘I’m not 
going to worry so much about my hitting, 
because I'm going to be all right at the 
plate. I just keep working every day to be- 


come better defensively.”’ 

Some might see Boge's prowess with 
the bat as a pleasant surprise, but 
Alabama Head Coach _ Barry 
Shollenberger said although the catcher's 
hitting success has been pleasant, it is no 
surprise, 

“We knew he could swing the bat," 
Shollenberger said. ‘‘When we recruited 
him we were more interested in his skills 
at receiving and throwing. 

“We're obviously pleased with the way 
he's swinging the bat and we'll do every- 
thing we can to keep him in that mode so 
that success will continue.” 


Be also fills a leadership role at the 
forefront of a solid corps of young 
catchers, Shollenberger said. 

“I'm really pleased with our catching 
corps," he said. ‘‘Tim's the senior; he's 
got the experience. (The younger catch- 
ers) can learn from watching him.” 

Boge said his defensive work includes 
learning what to expect from each of the 
Tide's pitchers. 

“You have to know what to expect from 
certain people,’’ Boge said. ‘‘We have 
(pitchers) who are going to be consistent 
and put it where you tell them to put it 
most of the time. Then we have guys you 
could tell to put it inside and you don't 
know where it's going,” 

In addition, ‘‘different pitchers have dif- 
ferent movements on the ball,'’ Boge 
said. “You've got to know who's on the 
mound and be ready for anything.” 

The Tide hopes to be as ready for the 
coming Southeastern Conference slate as 
Boge is for pitches in the dirt. The confer- 
ence figures to be strong again this year 
with Florida ranked number one in at 
least one poll and about half the league 
teams ranked in the top 25, including de- 
fending national champion LSU. 

Last year Bama made it to the NCAA 
regional finals where the team lost to 
then-number one Florida State. Boge said 
the experience will help the Tide in its 
quest to go further this year. 

“| think last year taught us what we had 
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Tim Boge has a background as an infielder and he has an infielder for a hero, but his baseball scholarship to Alabama was based on 
his skills as a catcher. Boge wasn’t happy when he had to make the switch from infield to catcher in high school, but the move has paid 
off for him and for Bama. He is also having a hot year at the plate, as well as behind it. 


to do to be a regional contender,’ Boge 
said. “I think we learned what it takes.” 

He added that the team’s regional suc- 
cess was ‘‘a big confidence builder. We 
found out that (Florida State) is not really 
that much better than anybody else.” 

Boge said another lesson the Tide 
learned was that early season non-confer- 
ence games are highly important when 
NCAA tournament time comes around. 

“A lot of those early wins are definitely 
the key to getting into the regionals, as 
we showed last year,’’ Boge said. ‘“‘Had 
we not had the number of wins that we 
did, because we only finished fourth in 
the SEC and got beat out of the SEC 
tournament right away . . .”’ well, the 
Tide might have been sitting home come 
regional time. 

“| think that taught us we have to play 
hard the whole year,” Boge said. ‘‘The 
SEC wins will come too, but these other 
(non-conference) games might be the de- 
ciding factor to whether we end up in the 
regionals again.” 

That realization was perhaps a factor in 
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the Tide's quick start this year. Bama won 
their first seven games, before losing a 
heart-breaker to Samford on a 10th-in- 
ning home run. 

Boge said the Samford loss woke Bama 
up to the rigors of a long schedule. 

“| know we couldn’t have gone the 
whole season without getting beat, but | 
think (the Samford loss) was kind of a 
rude awakening,” he said. ‘“‘We can’t just 
show up and beat teams that maybe we 
should beat. We do have to show up and 
play every day.” 

“I didn’t really feel pressure going into 
the game as far as being unbeaten,” 
Boge said. ‘‘I just think we’re kind of dis- 
appointed the way the game turned out. 
I'm going to give Samford all the credit in 
the world, because they played a good 
game. (But) | don't think we really played 
that bad. 

‘Maybe it’s good that we got beat; 
(maybe) we’ll come out and play harder. | 
think it'll open our eyes a lot.” 

Meanwhile, Boge continues to open 
eyes with his glove as well as his bat. The 
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trip south has been a fruitful one for the 
senior; a trip made by many young base- 
ball players. Boge said the reason for that 
is clear: climate. 

“T think a lot of the guys up North want 
to earn scholarships down South because 
of the weather,”’ he said. ‘‘It’s hard to 
play up there. They’re lucky if they get in 
three-fourths of their games because the 
weather’s so bad. 

“I’ve played in games that were snowed 
out before.” 

Luckily the Cubbies haven't had to deal 
with that problem very often. But is 
Sandberg the only pro Boge aspired to 
emulate? Who are his favorite catchers? 

““Sandy Alomar Jr. and (Benito) 
Santiago,’ Boge answered. 

Why? “The way they show off their 
arms,” he said. ““They’re bringing back 
the glamour to the catching position a lit- 
tle bit.” 

What about Tim Boge then? Is he con- 
cerned with the glamour? 

“I just want to keep focused and keep 
playing the way I can play.” 
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Katherine Kelleher: 


Senior Has Gotten Better With Age 


by Barbara Butler 


Tide has had difficult year, 
but defending national 
champions try to go out 
with best performances 


Giirs older usually is not kind to those 
in the sport of gymnastics, but for 
Alabama senior Katherine Kelleher it has 
made her better both physically and men- 
tally. The ups and downs associated with 
the sport have hit this senior from 
Cincinnati, Ohio, but in her final season of 
competition she knows all the hard work 
has provided her with rewards that will last 
a lifetime. 

As a fourth-year performer for the 
Crimson Tide, Kelleher is putting up her 
best marks ever. Last year she tied the un- 
even bars school record with a 9.90. This 
year she consistently scores above 9.80 on 
the event. An All-America on vault, she 
will regularly come through with a 9.75 or 
better. Also an All-America on the balance 
beam, she fills the lead off spot and scores 
in the 9.70 and above range. She has 
been working hard to boost the difficulty 
on her floor exercise and midway through 
the season she had already exceeded her 
career best scoring on the event. 

When posed with the notion that most 
gymnasts peak at an early age Kelleher 
said, “This year has been really rewarding 
for me. It goes to show that a person can 
get better with age in this sport. Some of 
the best collegiate gymnasts are the veter- 
ans. 

You can find three of those “older gym- 
nasts” on Alabama’s team. Kelleher and 
juniors Dee Foster and Dana Dobransky 
continually lead the Tide in all-around 
scoring. All three are ranked in the top 20 
nationally on at least one event. In addi- 
tion to those add Gina Basile, who as a se- 
nior is competing on vault for the first time 
in her collegiate career. One of the Tide's 
most talented bar and beam workers, 
Basile has been a boost to the vault lineup. 

For Kelleher, it was injuries to some of 
her “young” teammates that prompted her 
move into the all-around (competing in 
every event). Freshman Holly Voorheis 
went down with a knee injury in 
Alabama’s second meet and missed the re- 
mainder of the year. With Voorheis out of 
the all-around lineup, someone needed to 
step up and fill a void. A mainstay in the 
vault, bars and beam lineup over the past 
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Senior Katherine Kelleher reflects well on the Crimson Tide gymnastics program. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


two years, Kelleher added new tumbling 
skills to her floor routine to boost her 
scores on that event. 

“I’m glad I was ready when we were hit 
with injuries. | needed to become stronger 
on floor and that's what | have worked on. 
The difference has been more reps in the 
gym and more confidence in my perfor- 
mance,” she said. 

Kelleher realizes that her role as a senior 
on this team is to be a leader and as she 
puts it, “lead by example.” Her leadership 
role became even more evident when 
Head Coach Sarah Patterson was confined 
to home for three months due to compli- 
cations with her pregnancy. Assistant 
Head Coach David Patterson took over 
the coaching duties and led the Tide to six 
straight wins and a 7-2 record through the 
first seven meets. 

In the gym, Sarah handles the individual 
problems and with her gone it was, “diffi- 
cult to know what to do,” Kelleher said. 
“There were some unity problems early, 


but we have been able to work through 
those.” 

“David came in and worked harder than 
ever for us even though he had a lot on his 
mind with Sarah and the baby. He gave us 
100 per cent and we realized that we 
needed to do the same. He had the hard- 
est job,” she said. 


he job of Kelleher and her teammates 

was to continue to improve in the gym 
and not let the difficult conditions affect 
their performances. Through the first six 
meets they didn't. Hit by injuries and some 
consistency problems, the Tide still man- 
aged to win its first six meets. Things 
changed when Alabama traveled to 
Nebraska for the Masters Classic against 
the host Cornhuskers, Oregon State and 
Arizona. Alabama had a couple of breaks 
and finished third behind Arizona and 
Oregon State. The margin between the top 
three teams was a mere tenth of a point. 
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Dana Dobransky 


“The Nebraska loss made us realize that 
we are not invincible. We have to work just 
as hard for the meets during the season as 
we do the national championship. It really 
motivated us to come out and step up our 
level of performance,” Kelleher said. 

One week after the loss in Nebraska, 
Alabama faced the second ranked Georgia 
Bulldogs who three weeks earlier set an 
NCAA scoring record (196.80). Intensity 
filled the practice gym the week leading to 
the match up with Georgia. The Tide gym- 
nasts were stepping up the level of compe- 
tition. On the floor Saturday night 
(February 22), Alabama shined. Foster fell 
just short of a perfect 10 on vault, scoring 
a 9.95. To the fans it looked as perfect as 
a vault can get. Backed by 7,571 cheering 
supporters, Alabama scored a 194.80 and 
narrowly lost to the Dawgs (195.35). The 
team score overrode the loss because in 
seeding for championship meets, it is the 
scores, not the win-loss record that counts. 

A week off gave the team a chance to 
polish routines in the gym before facing 
sixth ranked Florida on March 8. Again 
Alabama put up numbers that totaled 
above the 194 mark (194.30) and that 
was without Foster in the all-around. She 
was nursing a sore neck and only compet- 
ed on vault scoring a 9.85, 

One week after the Florida meet, Foster 
returned to the all-around lineup in fine 
fashion as she scored Alabama's first per- 
fect 10, on the vault against Georgia in 
Athens. Alabama scored a 194.0, which 
will boost its qualifying average, but lost 
the meet to the Bulldogs (195.7). 

“This meet was the best way we could pre- 
pare for the SEC and NCAA meets,” Tide 
Head Coach Sarah Patterson said. “The 
Georgia coliseum was a difficult place to com- 
pete in front of over 9,000 fans and | thought 
our team handled the pressure great.” 

Bama ended regular season competition 
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Dee Dee Foster 


with its best score of the year, 195.55, and 
defeated Auburn for the second time. 

Kelleher thinks the Crimson Tide is right 
on track and improving daily. “We realize 
that by the time NCAAs roll around a lot of 
other teams may be counting us out,” 
Kelleher said. “That will work for us. If we 
keep working as hard as we are now, on 
April 24 (the night of NCAA team champi- 
onship competition) we will have a great 
team. We may surprise a lot of people.” 

The 1991 NCAA championship team 
went through the major part of the season 
ranked fourth behind Utah, Georgia and 
Oregon State, but at regionals the Tide 
scored a school record 195.575 which 
boosted them into the first place seed for 
nationals. Alabama went on to win its sec- 
ond national championship in four years, 
in Coleman Coliseum. 

As the championships approach again in 
1992, all eyes are on the defending 
champs, but Kelleher, like her 11 team- 
mates, knows how to put the pressure in 
its place. “Last year is over. We use it as a 
basis for this year, but nothing is the same 
from year-to-year. Winning is not the most 
important thing. Doing our best is. | want 
to finish this year happy with our perfor- 
mance, having no regrets. The injuries are 
no excuse. If we keep working hard there 
will be no reason for anyone to have any 
regrets,” she said. 

For Kelleher, April 25 will close out a 
fine athletic career and open the door to a 
new career, business. She carries the high- 
est grade point average on the team and 
made a 4.0 during the fall. An Academic 
All-SEC and Scholastic All-America, 
Kelleher is ready to take what she has 
learned in the gym to the “real world.” 

“I've learned in my career that things 
don't always go your way, but if you do 
your best job and never give up, you will 
be the winner in the long run.” 
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Basketball Wrapup: 


lt Was A Very Good Year 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide basketball ranked 
among the nation's best 
with men 13, women 18 


t is the nature of the beast that almost 

every college basketball team ends its 
season with a loss. The notable exceptions 
are the national champions. Alabama did 
not win national championships this year, 
and so its 1992 basketball season came to 
a close with losses. The men of Coach 
Wimp Sanderson went out in the second 
round of the NCAA Championship 
Tournament at Cincinnati to North 
Carolina, 64-55, while the women of 
Coach Rick Moody saw their season end, 
also in the second round of the NCAA, in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky, on the home 
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floor of Western Kentucky, which blasted 
the Bama women, 98-68. 

Nevertheless, it was a very good year. It 
seems that each year it is difficult to deter- 
mine if it was Sanderson's best coaching 
job ever. Despite some downs in the sea- 
son, the Alabama coach performed to his 
usual high standards. And Moody, in his 
third year at the Tide helm, took Alabama 
women’s basketball to a new level. 

For the men it was a record of 26-9, a 
runner-up spot in the Southeastern 
Conference Tournament, a final 
Associated Press ranking of 13th, and an- 
other appearance in the national tourna- 
ment. For the women the mark was 23-6, 
including a 7-4 record and third place fin- 
ish in the SEC, a final AP ranking of 18th, 
and the opportunity to not only play in the 
NCAA, but also host a first round game. 


Sa said following the Tide’s exit 
from the NCAA Tournament that 
Bama had surprised him. He had project- 
ed a regular season record of 17 victories. 
Instead, Bama rolled to a 13-1 mark in 
nonconference games, played to a 10-6 
level in SEC games, and tied the school 
record with 23 regular season games. “It 
was definitely a surprise,” Sanderson said. 
“But it was a struggle every week. The 
road we have taken has not fete a paved 
road; it’s been dirt and gravel.” 

It was not a typical Alabama team, the 
head coach would be the first to admit. 
Alabama basketball has been taking it in- 
side, jamming home the high percentage 
shots. The 1992 Tide lived (and died) by 
outside shooting. When it was good, it was 
very good. When it was bad, it was horrid. 
The reason Alabama did not advance to 
the Sweet 16 was because it was horrid. 
Bama shot 29 per cent from the field in its 
final game. 

“In a lot of ways it was a very rewarding 
year,” Sanderson said. “We put 26 wins 
on the board.” It should also be rewarding 
for the personal milestones Sanderson set. 
He has now been on the Alabama basket- 
ball staff for 923 of Bama’s all-time 1,839 
games and 580 of 1,158 Crimson Tide 
victories. And he became Alabama's all- 
time winningest head coach with 267 
wins. (His head coaching record is 267- 
119, a winning percentage of .692.) He 
ranks eighth all-time in SEC victories. In 
his 12 years as Alabama’s coach he has 
had nine 20-win seasons, half of the 20- 
win seasons in Tide history. 

He says he is not looking forward to 


Top gun returning for the Alabama men’s 
basketball team in 1992-93 will be 
James Robinson, one of the top players 
in the Southeastern Conference both as a 
freshman and this year as a sophomore. 
University of Alabama Photo 
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next year (although he is, as he hits the re- 
cruiting trail) because of the losses. Seniors 
Robert Horry and Latrell Sprewell were 
vital cogs in the Alabama basketball ma- 
chine, offensively and defensively. And late 
in the year Darby Rich because a critical 
role player, particularly defensively. 

Which is not to say the cupboard is bare. 
Wing guard James Robinson led the Tide 
in scoring for the second consecutive year 
and, theoretically, has two more years to 
play. He averaged 19.4 points per game. 
Center Cedric Moore earned Freshman 
All-SEC honors as he averaged 8.3 points 
and 4.9 rebounds per game and went 
from one of the worst free throw shooters 
ever seen to a very good one. And point 
guard Elliot Washington doesn’t have 
glowing statistics, but he got better with 
each game. And Washington can look 
back on two games in which his final sec- 
ond clutch shooting—a pair of free throws 
at Ole Miss and a three-pointer against 
Arkansas in the SEC Tournament-were 
the winning points. Washington also 
ended with a very good assist-turnover 
ratio (80-47). 

The Tide should be reasonably strong in- 
side with Moore, Andre Perry (a rebound- 
ing machine who missed the final three 

ames with a broken foot), Jason Caffey 
who had a reasonably good freshman 
year, particularly considering he suffered 
two costly injuries during the season), and 
redshirts Russell Walters and Roy Rogers. 
Robinson will be backed by redshirt fresh- 
man Bryan Passink. 

The difficult replacement will be the 
wing forward Sprewell played so well the 
past two years. 


E= if the Alabama women’s team had 
mot been as successful as it was in the 
won-lost area, it would have been a hit be- 
cause of the run-and-gun style of play. 

The team was dubbed the “Long 
Rangers” because of the propensity for 
taking (and making) the three-point shot. 
Niesa Johnson, the SEC Freshman of the 
Year, tied the NCAA record of 30 games 
with at least one three-point shot, set a 
new national record for three-point at- 
tempts (231), and missed the NCAA 
record for three-pointers made by one as 
she hit 76. Bama as a team set new 
NCAA records for three-point attempts 
(765), made (248) and made per game 
(8.2). The Tide’s 11 three-pointers in the 
first round victory over Tennessee Tech 
tied the NCAA Tournament record. When 
Bama tried 35 three-pointers and Auburn 
15 in the Tide’s win over the Tigers this 
year, the 50 attempts by both teams was 
also an NCAA record. 

Led by two-time All-SEC performer 
Linda Burgess with a school record 610 
points, the Tide set new scoring marks of 
2,637 points and 87.9 points per game. 

Ten times the Tide women cracked the 
100-point mark (twice as many times as 
any Alabama men’s team has ever done it) 


APRIL '92/’BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Linda Burgess came to Alabama from junior college and was a two-time All-SEC player 


and scored over 1,000 points in her career. 


and five times a Bama woman broke the 
30-point mark, including a school record 
38 points by Amy Lannom. 

Bama led the SEC in scoring, rebound- 
ing, steals and turnover margin, as well as 
all of the three-point categories. 

The worst thing about the 1992 season 
for Alabama is that it was the last season 
for Burgess, Lannom and Stacey Franklin, 
all starters, and backup Barbara Ann West. 
Only two starters, upcoming sophomores 
Johnson and guard Madonna Thompson, 
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return. However, upcoming seniors Leslie 
Claybrook and Rozetha Burrow, juniors 
Betsy Harris and Camillia Crenshaw and 
sophomores Carla Koonce and Marlene 
Stevenson give Moody something to build 
around. Additionally, the Tide will wel- 
come the nation’s high school girls player 
of the year, Yolanda Watkins of Decatur 
High School. It is the second straight year 
Moody has recruited the nation’s top high 
school player, Johnson having been ac- 
corded that honor in 1991. 
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Basketball Prospects: 


by Kirk McNair 


Basketball coaches had 

a good early signing period 
and it appears a few more 
players may be added 


Ace Head Basketball Coach 
Wimp Sanderson and his staff got 
off to a good recruiting start in the early 
signing period last November, but there's 
still work to be done. 

This season the NCAA limit on schol- 
arshipped basketball players was 15, and 
Bama had 15 on scholarship when the 
season began. Three Tiders—Robert 
Horry, Darby Rich and Latrell 
Sprewell-complete their eligibility this 
year. Three others—Greg Glass, Dennis 
Miller and Marcus Webb-left the pro- 
gram during the season. Next year the 
NCAA limit on scholarshipped basketball 
players is scheduled to drop to 14 (al- 
though some believe the 15 limit might 
be kept in upcoming NCAA action). 
Thus, theoretically, Bama would be able 
to give six new scholarships under a 15 
limit (or if attrition of one more player 
was expected), five new scholarships if 
the limit is going to be 14. 

The Tide signed four new players in 
the early signing period: 6-6, 205-pound 
wing player Anthony Brown of 
Lakewood High School in St. 
Petersburg, Florida; 6-9, 185-pound 
post player Wade Kaiser of Vestavia Hills 
High School; 6-1, 175-pound point 
guard Marvin Orange of Irmo (South 
Carolina) High School; and 6-5, 210- 
pound forward Shon Peck-Love of 
Tuscaloosa out of Three Rivers Junior 
College in Missouri. 

All of the Bama signees had excep- 
tional 1992 seasons. Brown, who aver- 
aged 25 points, 7 rebounds and 5 assists 
per game for Coach Dan Wright, led his 
team to a 29-2 record, one of the losses 
in the state tournament to the eventual 
champion. Brown was all-state and has 
been nominated as a McDonald's All- 
America. He was in double figures in 30 
games and had a high game of 35. He 
has his grades but has not yet passed the 
standardized test for eligibility. 
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More Help May Be On The Way 


Kaiser, a two-time all-state performer 
for Coach George Hatchett, led his team 
to a 32-2 record and the 6A state cham- 
pionship as a senior. He averaged 18.3 
points and 7.5 rebounds for the year and 
averaged 24.5 points and 10.5 rebounds 
in the state tournament. He was the 
Birmingham News, Birmingham Post- 
Herald and Birmingham Tipoff Club 
Player of the Year. He ranks among the 
top students in his high school and easily 
passed his standardized test. He will play 
for the Alabama all-star team against the 
Mississippi all-stars at Mississippi College 
in Clinton on June 13. 

Orange, a two-year all-state performer 
for Coach Tim Whipple, led his team to 
a 26-5 record and a runner-up spot in 
the state championship. In his three 
years as a starter Irmo finished second 
twice and was state champion his junior 
year. In his sophomore year, Irmo lost its 
first six games of the season. Orange 
was inserted into the starting lineup at 
point guard and from that time Irmo 
went 76-10. As a senior he averaged 21 
points, 4 assists and 3 rebounds per 
game and hit 60 per cent from the field. 
He had a top game of 36 points. He was 
named Gatorade Player of the Year in 
South Carolina and has been selected for 
the state all-star game. He is academical- 
ly eligible. 

Peck-Love, who led his Tuscaloosa 
Central High School team to a state 
championship in his prep days, was 
named most valuable player in the 
National Junior College Championship 
and Junior College All-America as he Jed 
Three Rivers to the title. Peck-Love 
scored 19 points in the final game, but 
of more importance to Coach Gene Bess 
was the job he did defensively. For the 
year he averaged 20.0 points and 8.0 
rebounds per game and hit 66 per cent 
of his field goals. Three Rivers finished 
with a 35-3 record. Peck-Love will have 


some academic work to do this summer 
to be eligible. 


pres are a handful of high school 
stars in the state of Alabama who did 
not sign in the early period, and 
Alabama has been linked to a few of 
them. 

Although virtually no recruiting infor- 
mation gets out of Alabama’s basketball 
coaching offices, most who follow bas- 
ketball recruiting believe the Tide is 
going to attempt to sign two more play- 
ers in the spring signing period, which 
begins April 15. 

If the Tide elects to sign more high 
school players and stay in state, the most 
likely candidate may be Willie Walker, a 
6-6, 210-pound wing player at 
Greenville. He helped Coach Elston 
Turner's team to a 21-9 record against a 
very difficult schedule. Walker averaged 
23 points per game and hit the 40 mark 
several times, including once in the state 
tournament. He was all-state and all- 
state tournament. He hit 62 per cent 
from the field, including 48 per cent 
from three-point range. He is academi- 
cally eligible. 

Another all-state player who has not 
yet signed is Jason Ivey, a 6-8 forward 
for Coach George Baker at Gadsden 
Emma Sansom. He was most valuable 
player as he led his team to the 5A state 
championship. He averaged 22 points 
per game as a senior. 

One of the recruiting mysteries is 6-0 
guard Darryl! Wilson of South Lamar. He 
averaged a state record 39.6 points per 
game while leading his team to the 3A 
state championship. He scored 1,301 
points in 33 games, his second season 
over 1,000 points. Some believe he is 
not high on recruiting lists because he is 
not a point guard and is small for a wing 
guard. 

Other possible prospects in Alabama 
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who have not yet signed include 
Anthony Thomas, a 6-5 all-state power 
forward from Birmingham Woodlawn 
who averaged 25.2 points and led the 
city in rebounding, averaging 15.5; and 
William Rice, a 6-7 wing player at 
Birmingham Jackson-Olin. 


[ has been widely speculated that 
Alabama might go to the junior college 
ranks once again to bolster its ranks. In 
addition to Shon Peck-Love of Three 
Rivers Junior College, already in the 
Tide fold in this year’s recruiting class, 
Bama has a recent history of success 
using junior college transfers, Latrell 
Sprewell, also a product of Three Rivers, 
has been a mainstay for the Tide the 
ast two season. No Tide (or Arkansas) 
an is likely to forget the contributions of 
Elliot Washington, a transfer from 
Manatee Junior College in Florida, any- 
time soon, And Andre Perry, who came 
to Alabama from Coffeyville (Kansas) 
Community College, was a key per- 
former for the Tide before suffering a 
foot injury in the Southeastern 
Conference tournament. 

And in the not-too-distant past: David 
Benoit, now in the National Basketball 
Association, came to the Tide from Tyler 
Junior College in Texas. And although 
he wasn’t an instant success, Alvin Lee, 
who transferred to Bama from Western 
Texas Junior College, turned into an ex- 
cellent shooting guard. 

It's no secret that more stringent aca- 
demic standards have played a part in 
the emergence of the junior colleges as a 
source of players for major colleges, but 
it is also true that some players just need 
the maturity that two more years of bas- 
ketball provides. 

While most have thought the Tide 
might look for a point guard from the ju- 
nior college ranks, it may be the emer- 
gence of Washington late this season 
plus the potential of Orange makes that 
position less high priority for Bama. 

A handful of junior college players 
have been linked to Alabama this year. 
They include: 

Covington Cormier, a 6-1 point guard 
for Coach Joe Mondragon at Clarendon 
(Texas) Junior College, is reportedly de- 
ciding between Alabama and Arkansas, 
although New Mexico, Southern Cal and 
Connecticut are also in the picture. He 
averaged 21 points, 5.2 assists and 3.8 
steals per game. He was the top scorer 
in his conference and has been chosen 
for the Texas and Texas vs. USA all-star 
panes. Cormier is a native of Jennings, 

ouisiana. 

Anthony Goldwire, 6-1, another point 
guard, is at Pensacola Junior College in 
Florida. Although he has Alabama on his 
long list of college choices, his short list 
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Yolanda Watkins 


reportedly is Houston and Arkansas. 
Goldwire knows something about win- 
ning. As a senior at Suncoast High 
School in Riviera Beach, Florida, his 
team was 36-0. The past two years 
under Coach Bob Marlin at Pensacola 
the teams have been 25-6 and 24-7. 
This year he averaged 15.4 points, 7.8 
assists, 4.1 rebounds and 2.5 steals in 
30 minutes per play each game. He had 
241 assists, only 76 turnovers. 

Amos Gregory is a 6-8, 270-pound 
power forward at Aquinas Junior College 
in Nashville. If the name is familiar, it 
may be because he was an outstanding 
football and basketball prospect coming 
out of Nashville’s Glencliff High School a 
couple of years ago. Gregory, who will 
have to pass some summer school work 
to be eligible next season, averaged 16.1 
points, 14.3 rebounds and 3 assists per 
game in helping Coach Charles 
Anderson's team to a 29-4 record. He is 
considering Washington State, LSU, 
Louisville, Memphis State, Nebraska and 
Tennessee State, as well as Alabama. 
Although some list Gregory's teammate, 
5-8 point guard Greg Watkins, as a pos- 
sible prospect for Alabama, his coach 
said Watkins’ primary offers are coming 
from smaller schools. 

Cory Jenkins is a 6-0, 180-pound 
point guard for Coach Brad Underwood 
at Dodge City (Kansas) Junior College. A 
native of Detroit, Michigan, he averaged 
14 points, 6.8 assists, 4 rebounds and 3 
steals per game and hit 42 per cent from 
the field, 74 per cent of his free throws. 
He had one game in which he hit seven 
of 10 three-point shots and he set a 
school record with 15 assists in one 


game. His list of schools reads like an 
NCAA Tournament bracket-Alabama, 
Arkansas, Arizona State, Southern Cal, 
Oklahoma and New Mexico among 
them. 

Walter Pitts was among those listed as 
high school basketball prospects a couple 
of years ago when he was finishing up a 
fine career for Loachapoka High School 
in Lee County, The 6-4, 210-pound 
Pitts ended up at Tyler (Texas) Junior 
College under Coach Roy Thomas. He 
was an all-conference performer this 
year and was selected to play in the 
Texas Junior College All-Star Game and 
the Texas vs. USA All-Star Game. Tyler 
won conference championships both 
years Pitts played and Tyler was 22-7 
last season. Pitts averaged 15 points, 8 
rebounds and 3 assists from his wing po- 
sition. 

Some recruiting experts are suggesting 
Bama may be involved with Ken Conley, 
a 6-8, 225-pound inside player for 
Coach Bin Graefe at Coffeyville, Kansas. 
Conley is the nephew of current Tider 
Andre Perry, who played at Coffeyville 
last year. Conley is from Detroit. 


ies most prominent early Alabama 
basketball signee and the one who 
will have the most honors when all re- 
cruiting is over will never play a minute 
for Sanderson. Yolanda Watkins of 
Decatur High School is a 6-2 center who 
was unanimous selection as Parade mag- 
azine Player of the Year in the nation. 
She was an All-America three consecu- 
tive years and signed in the early period 
with Coach Rick Moody's Alabama 
women’s team. 

Watkins, the second most proficient 
rebounder in national girls high school 
basketball history, led her team to a four- 
year record of 120-9, including three 
straight 6A state championships. She 
scored 2,801 points, an average of 21.7 
per game, for her career, as are her 
1,996 rebounds (15.5 per game). She 
also had 413 blocked shots, an average 
of 3.2 per game, another state record. 
She has been selected for a number of 
post season all-star games, including the 
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Classic at 
Mississippi College in Clinton on June 
13. Her coach, Mike Smith, will coach 
the Alabama team. 

In the April signing period Bama is ex- 
pected to sign Sarah Smith, a two-time 
all-state performer from Shelby 
Academy, who announced in March she 
would ink with the Tide. 

Smith, a 6-1 center/forward, averaged 
19 points per game in leading her team 
to a 26-0 record and the state indepen- 
dent schools championship. She was 
tournament MVP. She also has a 4.0 
grade point average. 
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March 29 
April 1 


April 2 
April 4 
April 5 
April 7 
April 11 
April 12 
April 15 
April 16 
April 18 
April 19 
April 21 
April 22 
April 25 
April 26 
April 28 
April 29 
May 2 
May 3 
May 6 
May 9 
May 10 
May 14- 
May 17 


Baseball 


Morehead State 
Morehead State 
Alcorn State 

Alcorn State 
Louisville 

Louisville 

Louisville 
Alabama-Birmingham 
@ Samford 
Northeastern Illinois 
Northeastern Illinois 
Northeastern Illinois 


SCOOCCODADNCKHORKP WOU UR AON BAHN 


Georgia State 

Georgia State 

Northern Illinois 

Middle Tennessee 

Middle Tennessee 

Siena College 

Siena College 

@ Kentucky 

@ Kentucky 

@ Kentucky 

Murray State 7:0 

Murray State 2:0 

Auburn @ Montgomery 6:0 

Vanderbilt (2) 4:0 

Vanderbilt 2:0 

Boston Red Sox 

@ Winter Haven, Florida 12:30 

@ Tampa 3:00 

@ Georgia (2) 4:00 

@ Georgia 1:30 

Auburn @ Dothan 7:00 

Mississippi State 3:30 

Mississippi State (2) 2:00 

Tennessee Tech 7:00 

Tennessee Tech 2:00 

@ Mississippi (2) 4:00 
Mississippi 2:00 

Samford 7:00 

@ Alabama-Birmingham 7:00 

LSU (2) 4:00 

LSU 2:00 

Western Kentucky 7:00 

West Florida 7:00 

@ Arkansas (2) 4:00 

@ Arkansas 1:00 

@ Middle Tennessee 5:00 

Auburn (2) 4:00 

Auburn 2:00 


SEC Tournament 
@ Superdome, New Orleans 


(All times central) 
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Men’ Ss Tennis 


@ Tennessee Invitational 


4 Kansas 5 
3 Arizona State 6 
American Airlines Invitational @ Chicago 
7 Wisconsin 2 
6 Northwestern 3 
0 @ Arkansas 6 
5 Southwestern Louisiana 1 
7 Vanderbilt 2 
5 South Carolina 4 
5 East Tennessee State 1 
4 Georgia 5 
0 Kentucky 6 
March 26- Blue-Gray Invitational 
March 29 @ Montgomery 
March 31 @ Tulane 2:00 
April2  @LSU 1:30 
April4 §@ Tennessee 1:00 
April8 = West Virginia 2:00 
Aprill0 @ Ole Miss 1:00 
April 15 Florida 2;00 
April 16  @ Mississippi State TBA 
April 18 Auburn 11:00 
April 23- SEC Championships TBA 
April 26 @ Nashville, Tenn. 
May 15- NCAA Team Championships 
May 24 = @ Athens, Ga. 
May 20- NCAA Individual Championships 
May 24 @ Athens, Ga. 


(All times central) 


Feb. 6-9 


Men’s Golf 


Barnett Bank Intercollegiate 


@ Gainesville, Florida, 4th of 15 teams 


Feb. 29- 


Miami Lakes National Collegiate 


March 1 @ Miami, Florida (7th of 18 teams 
March 18-21 Southeastern Intercollegiate 


April 2-6 


@ Montgomery (1st of 18 teams) 


Augusta College Invitational 
@ Augusta, Georgia 


April 15-19 Eagle Invitational 


April 22-26 Hitchcock Invitational @ Auburn 
May 7-12 SEC Championships 

@ Baton Rouge 
TBA NCAA East Regional 
TBA NCAA Championships 


@ Savannah, Georgia 


@ Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Men’s Track 


March 20-21 Florida State Relays 
March 27-29 Alabama Relays 


@ Tallahassee 


April 11 Arkansas Invitational 
@ Hot Springs 
April 18 SEC Six-Way @ Auburn 
April 23-25 = Penn Relays @ Philadelphia 
May 2 Alabama Open 
May 14-17 SEC Championships 
@ Starkville 
May 23 George C. Griffen @ Atlanta 
June 3-6 NCAA Championships 
@ Austin, Texas 


dune 19-28 —_-U.S. Olympic Trials 


@ New Orleans 


Women’ S Tennis 


4 Georgia 
6 @ Wisconsin 
6 FSU @ Madison, Wisc. 
5 @ South Carolina 
@ Arkansas Invitational 

6 Arkansas 
4 Kansas 
5 SMU 
1 @ Mississippi State 
3 @ Tennessee 
6 LSU 

Commodore Cup @ Tuscaloosa 
6 Michigan 
7 Southeast Louisiana 
5 South Alabama 


FOoOW WAD NUH HhOWM 


March 29 @ Vanderbilt 12:00 


Miami 12:00 


April4 — @ South Florida 12:00 
April5 @ Florida 9:00 
April 10 Ole Miss 1:00 
April 11 9 Auburn 2:00 
April 12 Houston 10:00 
April 19 Kentucky 11:00 
April 23- SEC Championships All Day 
April 26 Tuscaloosa 

May 8- © NCAA Championships All Day 
May 16 Palo Alto, Calif. 


(All times central) 


Women’s Golf 


March 1-3 C. C. of Alabama Invitational 
@ Eufaula (1st of 10 teams) 
March 20-22 LSU Fairwood @ Baton Rouge 
(4th of 18 teams) 
April 3-5 SMU Mustang @ Dallas 
April 17-19 Women's Southern Intercollegiate 
@ Athens, Georgia 
April 24-26 South Alabama Invitational 
@ Gulf Shores 
May 10-12 SEC Championships 
@ Baton Rouge 
’ 
Women’s Track 
March 20-21 Florida State Relays 
@ Tallahassee 
March 27-29 Alabama Relays 
April 11 Arkansas Invitational 
@ Hot Springs 
April 18 SEC Six-Way @ Auburn 
April 23-25 ~— Penn Relays @ Philadelphia 
May 2 Alabama Open 
May 14-17 SEC Championships 
@ Starkville 
May 23 George C. Griffen @ Atlanta 
June 3-6 NCAA Championships 
@ Austin, Texas 
June 19-28 — U.S. Olympic Trials 
@ New Orleans 
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‘Men’s Basketball 


87 Czech National (Exh.) 72 
91 High Five America (Exh.) 56 
76 @ Davidson 59 
105 Tennessee Tech 85 
80 Virginia 69 
76 U-T-Chattanooga 61 
Tournament Of Champions 
@ Charlotte, N.C. 
77 North Carolina State 66 
74 @ North Carolina-Charlotte 79 
105 Old Dominion 68 
107 The Citadel 67 
87 Southern Miss @ Biloxi 64 
Rainbow Classic @ Honolulu 
71 Bradley 62 
78 Villanova 76 
71 Washington State 68 
78 @ Mississippi State 64 
65 Arkansas 63 
82 Northeastern Illinois 56 
81 LSU 89 
63 @ Auburn 81 
77 Ole Miss 78 
68 @ Georgia 65 
83 @ South Carolina 81 (OT) 
68 Florida 56 
74 @ Texas A&M 61 
85 Tennessee 68 
83 @ Kentucky 107 
85 Vanderbilt 64 
87 @ Arkansas 90 
79 Mississippi State 69 
65 @ LSU (Jefferson Pilot) 73 
83 @ Ole Miss 82 
82 Auburn 80 
SEC Tournament @ Birmingham 
62 Florida 60 
90 Arkansas 89 
54 Kentucky 80 
NCAA Tournament @ Cincinnati 
80 Stanford 75 
55 North Carolina 64 


Men’s Swimming 


100 Tennessee 136 
98 @ South Carolina 143 
100 @ Georgia 138 
137 LSU 95 
60 @ Delta State 35 
Nov. 21-23 Rammer Jammer Invitational 
(Vanderbilt, Florida, Auburn, North Carolina) 
Nov. 29- @ U.S. Open Championships 
Dec. 1 @ Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dec. 5-8 Meet Of Champions All Day 


dan, 9-11 @ Texas Invitational (Diving) 
119 @ Auburn 124 


Feb. 5-8 SEC Championships 3rd 
Feb. 13-16 NCAA Regionals All Day 
Feb. 22 Last Chance Invit. All Day 
March 1-6 @ Olympic Trials 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


March 13-14 @ NCAA Diving Qualification 
March 26-28 @ NCAA Championships 
Indianapolis, Inc. 
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61 Australian National (Exh.) 69 
81 @ Tulane 58 
103 Alabama State 62 
DePaul Invitational @ Chicago 

118 Northeast Louisiana 86 
86 DePaul 91 
83 @ Loyola 74 
Middle Tennessee Invitational @ Murfreesboro 
100 Cincinnati 

101 MTSU 69 
§1 @ Vanderbilt 94 
97 @ Austin Peay 80 

Shoney's Classic @ Tuscaloosa 
86 Jackson State 60 
93 Houston 80 
101 Florida (2 OT) 103 
92 @ Mississippi Valley State 61 
80 @ South Carolina 74 
114 @ Appalachian State 90 
80 LSU 72 
72 @ Tennessee $2 
86 @ Xavier 77 
78 "Kentucky 72 
85 @ Alabama State 66 
69 "Mississippi State 66 
72 Auburn 69 
59 @ Ole Miss 72 
100 Oral Roberts 75 
80 *@ Arkansas 76 
110 Mississippi Valley State 51 
105 Georgia 81 
SEC Tournament @ Albany, Georgia 
87 Kentucky 95 
NCAA Tournament @ Tuscaloosa 
100 Tennessee Tech 87 
NCAA Tournament @ Bowling Green, Ky. 

68 Western Kentucky 98 


“Doubleheader with men's team 


Women’s Swimming 


100 Tennessee 136 
136 @ South Carolina 100 
103.5 @ Geargia 139.5 
100 LSU 136 
76 @ Delta State 19 
Nov, 21-23. Rammer Jammer Invitational 
(Vanderbilt, Florida, Auburn, North Carolina) 
Noy, 29- @ U.S. Open Championships 
Dec. 1 @ Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dec. 5-8 Meet Of Champions All Day 


Jan. 9-11 G@ Texas Invitational (Diving 
134.5 @ Auburn 164.5 


Feb. 5-8 SEC Championships Sth 
Feb. 13-16 | NCAARegionals _Alll Day 
Feb. 22 Last Chance Invit. All Day 
March 1-6 @ Olympic Trials 


Indianapolis, Ind. 
March 13-14 @ NCAA Diving Qualification 
March 19-21 @ NCAA Championships 
Austin, Texas 


Gymnastics 
191.35 @ Auburn 189.90 
192,35 North Carolina State 181,35 
189.55 @ Arizona State 188.95 
193.30 Nebraska 187.40 
191.85 @ Kentucky 189.55 
192.10 @ LSU 188.55 


Masters Classic @ Lincoln, Neb. 
Arizona 192.05, Oregon State 192.00, 
Alabama 191.95, Nebraska 187.60 


194.80 Georgia 195.35 
194.30 Florida 191.10 
194.00 @ Georgia 195.70 
195.55 Auburn 190.20 
March 28 SEC Championships TBA 


@ Baton Rouge, La. 


April 11 NCAA Regionals TBA 
@ Columbia, Mo. 
April 24-25 NCAA Championships TBA 
@ Minneapolis, Minn. 
5 
Men’s Track 
dan. 18 Saluki Invitational 3rd 
Carbondale, Ill. 
dan, 24-25 U.S. Air Invitational 
Johnson City, Tenn. 
Feb. 1 Tiger Classic 5th 
Baton Rouge, La, 
Feb. 7-8 Tiger Invitational 
Clemson, S.C. 
Feb. 22-23 SEC Championships 5th 
Gainesville, Fla. 
March 7 Last Chance Invitational 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
March 13-14 NCAA Championships 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Women’s Track 


Jan. 18 Saluki Invitational Ist 
Carbondale, Ill. 
Jan. 24-25 U.S. Air Invitational 


Johnson City, Tenn. 
Feb. 1 Tiger Classic Ist 
Baton Rouge, La. 


Feb. 7-8 Tiger Invitational 

Clemson, S.C. 
Feb. 22-23 SEC Championships 4th 
Gainesville, Fla. 

March 7 Last Chance Invitational 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
March 13-14. NCAA Championships 15th 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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THE COLLEGIATE SPORTS/ALUMNI NETWORK 
READER SURVEY: 


The following reader survey is provided so that the publisher of your magazine may more accurately determine your partic- 
ular lifestyle and sporting interests. Your participation in the survey will allow your publisher to continue to bring you the finest 
and most informative publication available on your university. Please take a moment and fill out the questionnaire below and 
mail to: The Collegiate Sports/Alumni Network, 610 S. McDonough Street, Montgomery, Alabama 36104. 

Thank you for your participation and good luck to your team this season. 


Sex: IM JF Age: 
Single 4 Married No. of Children: 
City State 


HOUSEHOLD INCOME PER YEAR 

() Under $10,000 ] $25,000 - $29,999 
(4 $10,000-$14,999 _1$30,000 - $34,999 
(1 $15,000-$19.999 _1$35,000 - $39,999 
(4 $20,000- $24,999 1$40,000- $49,999 


(4 $50,000 - $59,999 
(_) $60,000 -$74,999 
(1 $75,000 - $99,999 
~J $100,000 or over 


EDUCATION (check highest level completed) 

_J High School Graduate 

College 11 Year 42Years 13 Years 14 Year Graduate 
_I Masters Degree I Doctoral Degree 


JOB TITLE (check which most accurately describe you) 


J Executive Officer (J Sales 
(J President _! Manager _J Other 
(4 Vice President 

JOB DESCRIPTION 

J Professional ~| Managerial ~! Clerical 


WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING CREDIT CARDS DO YOU USE? 
(check all that apply) 
“J American Express JI Green ‘J Gold J Platinum (1 Corporate 


J MasterCard (J MasterCard Gold 
J Visa J Visa Gold 
(J Diner's Club (I Discovery 


J Carte Blanche 


ARE YOU AN ALUMNUS OF THE UNIVERSITY REPRESENTED IN 
THIS PUBLICATION? “}Yes LINo 


DO YOU OWN A PET? 
“)Dog UCat OBird OFish Other 


DO YOU OWN OR RENT YOUR RESIDENCE? “JOwn I Rent 


DO YOU OWN MORE THAN ONE HOME? 
Yes INo ff Yes, How Many? 


DO YOU PLAN TO PURCHASE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WITHIN 
THE NEXT 12 MONTHS? (Check all that apply) 


1 Car (1 Time Share Condo 

J Boat J Video/Camera Equipment 

J Sporting Equipment (J Appliances 

_] Camper/RV ~-! Stocks, CD's, etc. 

J New Home (4 Computer—!4 Home ‘I Office 


1 Vacation/Resort Property _) Exercise Equipment 


HOW MANY VEHICLES DO YOU OWN? 


Cars Vans Trucks RVs 
WHAT MAKE? (Check all that apply) 
J Ford XI Plymouth —J Hyundai Ij Jeep 
1 Chevy 4 Toyota — Mercury J Eagle 
4 Chrysler _] Mitsubishi “JMercedes IJaguar 


(J Buick Q) Isuzu 4 Saab J Lexus 
(4 Cadillac (1 Nissan (J Volvo J Infinity 
(1 Oldsmobile © Mazda LJ BMW (J Lincoln 
(J Dodge (J Honda LJ Porshe J Other 


WHICH SPORTS ACTIVITIES DO YOU ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN? 
(Check all that apply) 


4 Golfing —I Snow Skiing 1 Bicycling 

(J Fishing (4 Snow Mobile SJ Hiking/Backpacking 

4 Boating (4 Running _] Camping 

J Tennis (J Softball ~] Home Exercise Equipment 
J Weight Training ‘4 Scuba Diving LJ Soccer 

J Racquetball ( Aerobics — Basketball 

J Water Skiing J Swimming 1 Bowling 

WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING DO YOU READ IN ADDITION TO THIS 
PUBLICATION? 

J Time O Life ‘J Sports Illustrated 

J People LJ Newsweek J Playboy 

J Inside Sports (J Sporting News J Golf 

XI Golf Digest Tennis (I Esquire 

1GQ J Other 


WOULD YOU LIKE SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION ON OTHER 
COLLEGE SPORTS PUBLICATIONS? “Yes 'JNo 


WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING TV SPORTS DO YOU WATCH MOST 
OFTEN? (Check only the top three) 


(J NFL Pro Football J NCAA/CFA College Football 
(J Major League Baseball J NBA Pro Basketball 

(J NCAA College Basketball LJ Professional Golf 

) Professional Tennis (4 Car Racing 

{J Bowling 

WHERE ARE YOU PLANNING YOUR NEXT VACATION? 

(J Northeast (I Southwest (J Mid-Atlantic 

I N. California _] Southeast 0S, California 

(_I Midwest (J Caribbean (4 Canada 

(1) Europe J Other 


DO YOU TRAVEL FOR BUSINESS PURPOSES? 
LJYes “INo How Often? 


WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN A MEMBERSHIP TO CSAN, 
ASSUMING THE COST PER YEAR WERE $29.95 AND YOU WOULD 
RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS? 

* Subscription information on other college sporis publications 

* Discounts on airfare, car rental, and hotel accommodations year-round 

* A quality, sports related premium or gift 

« A window sticker, certificate of membership, and membership card 

+ Restaurant discount coupons for CSAN members only 


(4Yes LINo 

\f yes, where would we send membership information? 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 


¢ Full color magazines 


with features on the stars 


and stars-to-be 

* Newsletters with the 
story behind the story 
of each football game 


¢ The best in recruiting 


information 


° The Alabama tradition 


remembered 
* Coverage of all 
Crimson Tide sports 


PLEASE SEND ME 


ONE YEAR (24 ISSUES) 


OF ’BAMA 


FOR ONLY $35.00 


10 Magazines August-May 


14 Newsletters 
GREAT GIFT IDEA! 


awe nnn o- $23 ~~ 3 ne 2 nn ene 3 oe nn nn on nnn nny 


H 
‘Total amount enclosed 


subscriptions. 


Alabama residents add $2.00 aa Ae each subscription 


{— Payment Enclosed __ MasterCard 
‘Bank Card # 

‘Signature 

(PLEASE PRINT 

ITO: 

| Name 

| 

jAddress 

ICity State 
H 

\GIFT TO 

H Name 
= 

H 

ICity State 
H 

(GIFT FROM: 

i Name 

| 

(Address 

we State 
H 

H 

| 


Make check payable to: »pama Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 
300 Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


__ Visa 


Exp. Date_____ 


Phone 


ZIP 


Phone 


ZIP 


Phone 


ZIP 


A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


# VW EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


(205) 323-1508 ia 


